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2 resign from
NCTP over
Transgender
Persons Bill

Ashna Butani

Soon after the Rajya Sabha
passed the Transgender
Persons (Protection of
Rights) Amendment Bill,
2026, which takes away
the right to self-determina-
tion of gender, two mem-
bers and community re-
presentatives resigned
from their posts at the Na-
tional Council for Trans-
gender Persons (NCTP).
They cited the amendment
Bill which they called “a
step backward for our fun-
damental rights to self-
identification and dignity.”

Kalki  Subramaniam,
member and Southern re-
gion representative, sub-
mitted her resignation to
the Union Minister, stating
that she cannot continue to
hold a seat at a table where
“collective voice has been
silenced on a matter of
such existential impor-
tance.” She said she will be
filing a public interest liti-
gation plea in the Supreme
Court, with many others.

Rituparna Neog, mem-
ber and North East region
representative, said, “I
cannot be a part of so-
mething that refused to lis-
ten to the community,” she
told The Hindu on Wednes-
day evening.
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26Mar. 2 resign from NCTP over Transgender Persons
Bill
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e Soon after the Rajya Sabha passed the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026, which takes away the
right to self-determination of gender, two members and community
representatives resigned from their posts at the National Council for
Transgender Persons (NCTP).

SR g ISTFUT A giRIoieY U= (T3S WieaRH) |xies fad, 2026
oy o, St fofm o1 wae-fufRor &1 sfieR S 3, 3 95w ok W™
& wiaffEal = gy giasie’ ulRwg (NCTP) # oot Ul U it < faar
e They cited the amendment Bill which they called “a step backward
for our fundamental rights to self-identification and dignity.”
IR TR e 1 garen o, o 35 “gaR difere sfterl )
IS FeH, W-uga SR AT & o Fa|
e Kalki Subramaniam, member and Southern region
representative, submitted her resignation to the Union Minister, stating
that she cannot continue to hold a seat at a table where “collective voice
has been silenced on a matter of such existential importance.”

Fankv GIHUIH, Y& 3R fe0 & St Ufaffd, 7 3o ST bt
T o) i, 78 Hed gU P 98 T A9 W Ut e T8 v wwdl, wigt
AT SmaTel U S eI Td Hew & HHa § gaTs T8 2

e She said she will be filing a public interest litigation plea in the
Supreme Court, with many others.

ﬁm%%gﬁnﬁéﬁm‘maﬁ%mummw
|

e Rituparna Neog, member and North East region representative,
said, “| cannot be a part of something that refused to listen to the
community,” she told The Hindu on Wednesday evening.

Rrguurf Asivr, e 3R IR-gd &7 &t ufafAfy, 3 w1, 8 39 diet &1
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National Council for Transgender Persons (NCTP)

e The National Council for Transgender Persons (NCTP) is a statutory advisory
body established under the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act,
2019

It works under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
e Itaims to protect rights and promote welfare of transgender persons in India

Legal Basis
e Provided under Section 16 of the Act
¢ Rules notified in 2020 (Transgender Persons Rules, 2020)
e Gives statutory backing to policy formulation and monitoring

Composition of NCTP
e Chairperson: Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment
e Vice-Chairperson: Minister of State, Social Justice
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Members: Representatives from key ministries:
Health, Education, Labour, Home Affairs, etc.

NITI Aayog representative

State Governments (rotational representation)
5 representatives from transgender community
Experts from NGOs and civil society
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Transgender Bill receives
RS approval amid uproar

DMK, Trinamool demanded the Bill be sent to a select committee of the House for scrutiny; Union

Minister says it will ensure protection to persons who face discrimination due to biological issues

The H!I'l!ll Bureau L J

NEW DELHI

he Rajya Sabha on
T Wednesday passed

the Transgender
Persons (Protection of
Rights) Amendment Bill, a
day after the Lok Sabha
cleared the legislation. The
Opposition had demanded
the Bill should be sent to a
select committee of the
House for further scrutiny
as it had provisions that
would have an impact on
the dignity of the third gen-
der people.

Union Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Vi-
rendra Kumar, countering
the Opposition’s charges
against the Bill, said it is an
effort to take along all seg-
ments of the society
together.

The Minister said the
Bill will ensure protection
to only those who face dis-
crimination due to biologi-
cal issues and added that
transgender people will
continue to get legal recog-
nition and protection.

“The Narendra Modi go-
vernment is committed to
protecting all those people
who are suffering due to bi-
ological reasons,” he said

LGBTQIA+ community members during a protest demanding repeal
of the Transgender Amendment Bill, 2026, in Mumbai. REUTERS

adding that transgender
welfare boards have been
set up in over 30 States.
“This Bill will bring admi-
nistrative clarity and pro-
tect rights of the transgen-
der persons,” he said,
adding: “This Bill is not
merely a legal reform but a
pathway to justice for
those who have long faced
social exclusion and dis-
crimination due to their
identity.”

Takes away rights: DMK
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva ar-
gued that the amendments
take away the right of self-

identification and forces
transgender persons to
present themselves before
a medical board for gender
identification. “I am voic-
ing for the people who can-
not come to Parliament,”
Mr. Siva said and demand-
ed that the Bill must be
sent to a select committee
for consultation with all
stakeholders, legal ex-
perts, civil society and
transgender community.
Trinamool Congress MP
Saket Gokhale said that on-
ly 32,000 transgender per-
sons out of their five lakh
population (according to

IYA-YUA & a1 oIS fad Bl IeqqUT Dt Hol

2011 Census) have obtained
certificates and identity
cards so far under the ex-
isting Act. “They are afraid
to come out in the first
place,” he said.

Social bias: Trinamool
Mr. Gokhale said that 31%
of transgender people in
India have attempted sui-
cide and out of them, 50%
were below the age of 20.
“They are attempting sui-
cide because of the dis-
crimination that they are
facing everyday,” the Tri-
namool MP said adding
that as if social discrimina-
tion was not enough, now
the government is going to
“start discriminating”
against them.

CPI(M) MP John Brittas
said the new legislation is
an exclusionary restrictive
measure.

“Recently, the Supreme
Court-appointed commit-
tee conveyed to the go-
vernment not to proceed
with this piece of legisla-
tion. What happened to
that? Why is it that the go-
vernment is not consider-
ing the request of the Su-
preme Court-appointed
committee?” Mr. Brittas
asked.

e DMK, Trinamool demanded the Bill be sent to a select committee of the House for
scrutiny; the Union Minister says it will ensure protection to persons who face
discrimination due to biological issues.

SITuS, quigd - T & {6 90 o1 T 3t 7= afifa o aeien & forg der wrg; Fkta
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I

e The Rajya Sabha on Wednesday passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)

Amendment Bill, a day after the Lok Sabha cleared the legislation.

FYIR ! ASTTHT 7 TTaciex TH-0 (T5ed UeaRr) Wy faa uia fearn, te faa s
Jq AHAUT A 9 [d8g® DI Tl &l

e The Opposition had demanded the Bill should be sent to a select committee of the House
for further scrutiny as it had provisions that would have an impact on the dignity of the
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Union Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Virendra Kumar, countering the
Opposition’s charges against the Bill, said it is an effort to take along all segments of the
society together.

Feiig arfore g iR wifdrer W=t di¥s $UR, 9 & Raas fque & SRt &1 siaw
33 8T, 3 Be1 fb 7 Iue & Tt ol B ATy AP A BT I 2|

The Minister said the Bill will ensure protection to only those who face discrimination due to
biological issues and added that transgender people will continue to get legal recognition
and protection.

T3 A FET o5 o Faat 371 ATt 1 GRem YR 1 off Hfae SR A WU HT AT
PIIE €, IR SIS S TRISIST ART BT AT 3R FR&MT U 3 X8|

“The Narendra Modi government is committed to protecting all those people who are
suffering due to biological reasons,” he said, adding that transgender welfare boards have
been set up in over 30 States.

IBIH Fgl, I Tl TRPR 37 Tt alf 1t JRe & o vfaeg g o wifde SR 3 difsa
g, 3R 98 SIsd §U fF Tiaeisy Seurur 9IRS 30 I 31fie ot & w4ifdd fve mu §|

“This Bill will bring administrative clarity and protect rights of the transgender persons,” he
said, adding: “This Bill is not merely a legal reform but a pathway to justice for those who
have long faced social exclusion and discrimination due to their identity.”

I FT, “T8 foet TR Wy A SR Ty afwial & USRI B GRET HAT,”
3R SIeT: “gg fad Frad HHAT GUR e § dfes 37 forg =g &1 0rf § 5= dd I9g @
3O UgETH & BRI ATHIS JfEPR 3R NgUTa &1 T fHar g1’

Takes away rights: DMK

mm%m

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva argued that the amendments take away the right of self-identification
and force transgender persons to present themselves before a medical board for gender
identification.

Siuad wive fashiy Rar A 36 o i 9=y W-ugam & SifteR & 894 § 8k
TS} afeal & ot uga & fore fRifrer 1€ & amm 0w g & o 7R vd &

“I am voicing for the people who cannot come to Parliament,” Mr. Siva said and demanded
that the Bill must be sent to a select committee for consultation with all stakeholders, legal
experts, civil society and transgender community.

B 3 AT & foT SMTaTet 33T 8T § ot Wg & gt off Iabd,” ot a1 3 Fgt SR w31 % foa
aﬁmﬁg?rﬂﬂ;aﬁ S faRwg, A TS 8k giaeis] Tqer & Wl & fo Ta=
afifa S|

Trinamool Congress MP Saket Gokhale said that only 32,000 transgender persons out of
their five lakh population (according to 2011 Census) have obtained certificates and identity
cards so far under the existing Act.

U SO FiFe Hbd MG - Hgl [ Had 32,000 SRIGSI ANT 30+ Ui ARG Bl
SRR H (2011 Pt TRIUAT & SIER) 7 3 b Hielel 3iffgd & dgd THTom= iv
UEA U U1 fpU

“They are afraid to come out in the first place,” he said.

3B BT, “d Fod Usd 16X 3 A XA &1

Social bias: Trinamool

AT G&IdTd: T

Mr. Gokhale said that 31% of transgender people in India have attempted suicide and out of
them, 50% were below the age of 20.

ot TREe A F7T b URA | 319% TRISISY @RI A STeTE &1 T a1 § SR 38 ¥ 50% Bt
I9 20 9N I HH At
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e “They are attempting suicide because of the discrimination that they are facing everyday,” the
Trinamool MP said adding that as if social discrimination was not enough, now the
government is going to “start discriminating” against them.
3 g o o WgUTa &7 THAT IR 38 § IS HRUN ST BT YA FR 3B 8, TS TG
3 FeT 3R oieT fob oI AT WeHTd Uaft =18t AT, 3@ WBR 3% RIas WGHTT I

P o G B

e CPI(M) MP John Brittas said the new legislation is an exclusionary restrictive measure.

CPI(M) TTHe ST ey 3 %81 fos 78 w1 Ao e aiseR® 8k

ufad TS SUM B

o “Recently, the Supreme Court-appointed committee conveyed to the government not to
proceed with this piece of legislation.

;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ,gﬂwﬁé-ﬁgﬁmﬁwﬁsﬂwﬁﬁmﬁmqm$mw
|

¢ What happened to that? Why is it that the government is not considering the request of the
Supreme Court-appointed committee?” Mr. Brittas asked.

IGHT FT §3T? A WHR WA H1e-frgad Ififa &t orRiy R faR 78 #= @ g2 ft

EEREREI

The Transgender Persons Amendment Bill, a flawed fix

he Transgender Persons (Protection of

Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 (Bill No.

79 of 2026), introduced in the Lok

Sabha on March 13, 2026, makes
several sharp changes to the 2019 Act. It narrows
the definition of “transgender person” to only
specific socio-cultural identities such as kinner,
hijra, aravani, jogta, eunuch, or
biologically-defined intersex variations, or
persons forcibly compelled into such an identity
through mutilation, castration, amputation, or
any surgical, chemical or hormonal procedure. It
explicitly excludes persons with different sexual
orientations and non-heteronormative gender
fluid identities.

The Bill removes the right to “self-perceived
gender identity” from Section 4(2), replaces the
simple District Magistrate process with a medical
board “authority” headed by a Chief Medical
Officer, and mandates hospitals to report every
transgender surgery to the District Magistrate and
the authority.

Perpetuating structural problems

The government claims that the new
amendments fix the vagueness and
implementation failures of the 2019 Act. Every
year, thousands of intersex infants are killed or
undergo medically unethical, non-consensual
sex-selective surgeries that mutilate their bodies
without regard for lifelong physical and
psychological trauma, all in pursuit of a false
“normalcy”. Millions of intersex individuals
remain ghosts in our Census systems, their births
and deaths unregistered, rendering them
invisible to legal protections and social services.

Even the highest authorities fail to grasp the
fundamental distinctions between sex identity
and gender identity, or between intersex
variations and transgender identities, which fuels
rampant discrimination. The Bill itself refers to
male and female as “gender identity”, which is
fundamentally wrong — male and female are sex
identities. By clubbing sex identity under the
gender column, the Bill creates new problems
where it is meant to solve existing ones.

The government does not have reliable data on
transgender and intersex persons in India. They
want to grant us rights but do not know who we
are. Separating sex and gender identity as
different categories on official documents would
address the root causes of this problem.

Despite the new wording, the Bill still lumps
“persons with intersex variations” inside the
definition of a “transgender person.” The term
“transgender persons” often conflates distinct
identities. The Trans Act’s definition includes
persons with intersex variations under
“transgender”, which erases intersex-specific
needs. Intersex is a natural biological spectrum
(recorded 1%-2% globally). Transgender identity is
a psychological and social construct.

Special Monitor for
Sexual Orientation,
Gender Identity and
Expression and Sexual
Characteristics
(SOGIESC) Rights,
National Human
Rights Commission

of India

The Bill only
deepens the
conflation of
gender
identities and
ignores

core crises

Retaining this conflation under one label
violates rights under Article 21 to bodily integrity
and privacy. It leaves out intersex infants without
any specific ban on “normalising” surgeries and
ignores repeated calls for separate intersex
legislation.

The Bill’s definition also contradicts
established international standards: the United
Nations and the World Health Organization define
intersex as innate variations in sex characteristics
that do not fit typical male or female binaries,
requiring distinct legal recognition and explicit
protections against non-consensual medical
interventions. By forcing intersex persons into a
transgender category, the Bill undermines these
global definitions and erodes the very human
rights framework that India has committed to
uphold.

The Bill leaves the outdated title, National
Council for Transgender Persons, and all State
Welfare Boards unchanged. It ignores the
long-standing proposal to rebrand them as a
National GIESC Welfare Council and State GIESC
‘Welfare Boards (GIESC is Gender
Identity/Expression and Sex Characteristics). This
keeps the entire policy architecture trapped
under the problematic “transgender” umbrella
instead of creating a scientifically accurate,
inclusive framework. The government continues
to promote a single identity at the national level.

This heteronormative bill erases the reality
that GIESC communities, including transgender
persons, may have diverse sexual orientations
such as transgay, translesbian, transbisexual, or
queer.

Legally empowering exploitative structures
New clauses in Section 18 introduce rigorous
imprisonment (between five to 14 years) for
forcing adults or children into “transgender
presentation” plus begging or servitude. Yet, the
Bill does nothing to regulate or dismantle the
colonial hijra jamath-gharana system. By
targeting only external perpetrators while leaving
internal hierarchies untouched, the amendment
effectively legitimises and empowers the
long-standing hijra jamath-gharana system,
codifying it into law. These structures are not
inherently traditional; earlier Indic frameworks
were more inclusive and rooted in a broader,
affirmative understanding of diverse identities,
free from later external influences.

At present, chief hijra nayaks control chelas’
earnings from begging and prostitution, trapping
gender non-conforming children (often
abandoned) in bonded labour. Meanwhile,
thousands of gender non-conforming children,
abandoned or rejected by families, are thrust into
exploitative hijra jamath gharanas, havelis, and
dayars, where education is a distant dream;
instead, and forced into begging and prostitution.

State police often refuse to register missing

child complaints for gender non-conforming
children, and there are no dedicated policies to
address their vulnerability to trafficking and
abuse. There is also no framework for reform,
rehabilitation, or protection of minors within
these systems. By protecting these colonial-era
identities without evidence-based safeguards, the
government is undermining earlier inclusive
traditions.

The Bill contains no requirement for genetic
counselling by medical geneticists before
certification, intersex surgeries and health
management. It offers no mandate for
India-specific longitudinal studies on “affirming
surgeries” and raises serious privacy concerns
due to inadequate safeguards.

Instead of addressing the problems faced by
diverse GIESC communities such as
administrative barriers and unregulated medical
practices which include gender-affirming
surgeries and hormone therapies (Government of
India promotes freely despite severe health risks)
the Bill offers only superficial measures with little
relevance to their needs. Despite the 2019 UN
CRPD recommendations to prioritise intersex
welfare and dignity, these concerns remain

largely neglected.

No intersectionality

The Bill contains no intersectional lens for caste,
disability, poverty or religion. Transgender
persons from Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe
or disabled backgrounds will continue to face
compounded discrimination with zero targeted
remedies. It also fails to protect India’s
family-dependent societal structures by skipping
any requirement for rigorous, evidence-based
research before policy changes. Most critically,
the Bill is completely silent on civil and marriage
rights of diverse GIESC identities. It offers no
provisions for marriage, adoption, inheritance,
divorce, or succession for transgender persons,
leaving them without full legal recognition in
family law, and perpetuating their exclusion from
the very institutions that define citizenship and
dignity in Indian society.

The 2026 Amendment Bill tightens some
definitions and increases penalties for forced
exploitation, but leaves every core structural flaw
untouched — the hetero-normative erasure of
diverse SOGIESC identities, the complete neglect
of civil and marriage rights, the legal
entrenchment of colonial hijra structures at the
expense of ancient Indic heritage. India needs a
scientific, culturally grounded approach that
separates biological sex characteristics from
gender identity, prioritises evidence over
ideology, bans non-consensual intersex surgeries,
ensures equal rights, dismantles exploitative
systems, and protects the dignity of intersex
persons and gender non-conforming children.
The Constitution demands nothing less.
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26Mar. The Transgender Persons Amendment Bill, a flawed fix

TRl er g Ane fad®, T Fiequf guru™=

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 79 of
2026), introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 13, 2026, makes several sharp changes to the
2019 Act.

TiIeie] Afadl (STUSRT BT \&0n =M fada®, 2026, S 13 U 2026 & AwaHT &

TR faat TR, 2019 & SifAIFH § %3 Aga@yul aearg &l g

It narrows the definition of “transgender person” to only specific socio-cultural identities
such as kinner, hijra, aravani, jogta, eunuch, or biologically-defined intersex variations, or
persons forcibly compelled into such an identity.

Ig ciaviex dfad &1 IRUT &I HT IR Had $© ATHITG-TRBIaD UgaH 3R
ey Fuarsit as S sar gl

It explicitly excludes persons with different sexual orientations and non-heteronormative
gender fluid identities.

g SIAT-31eT A AFUFRIIRT SR AT aRe Uga aTdl Aol &1 WE ¥0 ¥ 9163 Rl ¢
The Bill removes the right to “self-perceived gender identity” from Section 4(2).

Tg fadgs 4RT 4(2) | W-Fuia dfe uge= &1 siftieR ger Sar gl

It replaces the simple District Magistrate process with a medical board “authority” headed
by a Chief Medical Officer.

T forar foree &1 ufshar &1 geta Rifeaaata urfirewor R w1 8 Rt sreerdr qReT
fafee siftert B3

It mandates hospitals to report every transgender surgery to the District Magistrate and the
authority.

Ig SRdTd! o1 g AT Ufae=T Foidl &1 a1 & & T a1ed FH=ell g

Perpetuating structural problems
TGYAATHS FHTSA B F91¢ IGHT

The government claims that the amendments fix vagueness and implementation failures of

the 2019 Act.

WEHR H1 g1 § 5 T Y=Y SRupdr iR wrai-aa ot fawadarst & g & ¢

Every year, thousands of intersex infants are killed or undergo non-consensual surgeries

causing lifelong trauma.

%ﬂgﬂmmﬁgwﬁaﬁ%mﬁmm&r%mﬁﬂaﬁi ORI SR 3HTera

|

Millions of intersex individuals remain invisible in Census systems with unregistered births

and deaths.

TR} $eRUR AT STRTUHT H SE= 54 64 8, P o 3R g ot Tel 8|

Even authorities fail to understand the distinction between sex identity and gender identity.

wiiRresRor 1t AR vga SR e uga™ & ofdk & gHeH | fawd wd B

The Bill refers to male and female as “gender identity”, which is fundamentally wrong.

fadae gy 3R Afedr & dAffre ygur el 2, S gd U § Ted B

By clubbing sex identity under gender, the Bill creates new problems.

Sfae uga 31 ARe Tgar A firares g8 fadus 5 guwnd Oar axar & |

The government lacks reliable data on transgender and intersex persons.

WHR P U TSR 3R Sexqa il T fay=ia Ser et 3|

Separating sex and gender identity in official documents would address the issue.

: ki ARIS UgAT B T FHRAT SH TR BT AT HR Fabal
|

The Bill still lumps intersex persons within the definition of transgender person.
Tg fadus mﬁlﬂmm TIAeisR @1 afeHTeT & <fid HRar g

The term “transgender persons” often conflates distinct identities.

TSR KTl g P FHA UgATHI BT 7T ST &
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Intersex is a natural biological spectrum (1%-2% globally) while transgender identity is a

psychological and social construct.

T UH Wpfad wfds fRUM (1%-2%) § Tafd TRsieR UgaH Ud HAlaT—® iR

TS RT3 |

Retaining this conflation violates rights under Article 21 to bodily integrity and privacy.

= YT B THIE QAT 36 21 & dgd ARG 3r&sdr 3R fAerar & fIaR! &1 Icaaq

FRAT I

It leaves out intersex infants without any ban on “normalising” surgeries.

g ey Rigrett o famr fdt amara 9 arell ol wR ufedy & s <arg|

It ignores repeated calls for separate intersex legislation.

g 3T ST BT B Tl Bl ToR 3 HdT 5|

The Bill's definition also contradicts established international standards: the United Nations

and the World Health Organization define intersex as innate variations in sex

characteristics that do not fit typical male or female binaries.

fadeh o1 TR SIRRTERT ATent o1 i faRiy Bt 8: YYa WY 3R fay ey Wie

AR & T D FUar & T § uRyIid Frd 8 S 9= gey a1 wfger Sfort &

TeT 3t

It requires distinct legal recognition and explicit protections against non-consensual

medical interventions.

%ﬂ%mmmw 3R fa weufa & fafrs sxadlu & JRem & saxadmdr gt
I

By forcing intersex persons into a transgender category, the Bill undermines these global

definitions and erodes the human rights framework.

ST ATl B graoie] AU | STy, I8 [9d9s dffes aRurarsst & FHeR ol g

3R AFEUPR & & &ifd ugardr |

The Bill leaves the outdated title, National Council for Transgender Persons, and all State

Welfare Boards unchanged.

g fadue R M TEH giaeisy uRug SR i Iea wearor st &1 suRafdd @ 8|

It ignores the proposal to rebrand them as National GIESC Welfare Council and State

GIESC Welfare Boards.

I8 3% WP SHMESTER Hearor ufkug SR 59 SHATSETHH HedTvr a1 # §aa &

TRATd 1 ToR ST PRl 5

This keeps the policy architecture trapped under the “transgender” umbrella instead of a

scientifically accurate, inclusive framework.

;ﬂﬁ@:ﬂﬁmmﬁwm&mmﬁ%mw%ﬂmeﬁvmﬂﬂm
|

The government continues to promote a single identity at the national level.

WHR AP TR R A UM S §¢ral ot ol 6

This heteronormative bill erases the reality of diverse sexual orientations within GIESC
communities.

Tg fauHa e ae snutfya fadus fafay 9 vl & aafdedr & TeRdr 8l

Legally empowering exploitative structures

TMYUTHRT JREATSA Pt BT Afd ST

New clauses in Section 18 introduce rigorous imprisonment (5 to 14 years) for forcing
people into transgender presentation plus begging or servitude.

YRT18 H AT UIGYH 5 |V 14 T4 & HSR HRITN & UG Fd g, fe [t &1 dffrw =
RT3 g a1 Ja1 § AeieR fHar o

Yet, the Bill does nothing to dismantle the hijra jamath-gharana system.

i 1ft 1% ot fEeTsT STHTG-SRTHT YUl &1 JHTE 6’4 & [0 $© ol Hdll

By targeting only external perpetrators and ignoring internal hierarchies, it legitimises and
empowers this system.

P T TR B F=IT F1HR 3R Siafkes e Dl 3FeaT B g YUITelt f aY 3T
TS S 2
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Earlier Indic frameworks were more inclusive and affirmative.

Ugd & YR o Sfie THTARN iR TSRS 2|

At present, chief hijra nayaks control chelas’ earnings from begging and prostitution.
i # fereT ue Rt Y warE &1 fFrifid od §|

This traps gender non-conforming children in bonded labour.

T Offer 0 Y ST g=di DI SYSMM YA H T o ST g |

Thousands of such children are pushed into exploitative gharanas, where education is
denied.

BRI Sl ! RMYUTHRY BRTAT T el STl ©, STel RIS | dfera 3@ Sl 6|

They are forced into begging and prostitution.

3¢ W ik Azamgf & for woreR fara STrar g |

State police often refuse to register missing child complaints.

T YT SR STl gl & FRIbTad 3ol el Bl

There are no policies addressing trafficking and abuse risks.

T AR M0 & THFW F e & forg 1S i 781 81

There is no framework for reform, rehabilitation, or protection of minors.

FUR, a1 3R Tt B FR&m & N H18 o 781 5

By protecting these colonial-era identities without safeguards, the government undermines

earlier inclusive traditions.

2 3Nuf e g Hegal & fam1 YRem Iuri & S IGHR IWHR Ugd &1 THTARM

TRURTSHT BT HHAAR TR a1 ¢

The Bill contains no requirement for genetic counselling by medical geneticists before

certification, intersex surgeries and health management.

%ﬂu;ﬁw, T ToR! SR TR YU I U STIATR1eh URTHRE &1 B1g Ta=gdhal
I

It offers no mandate for India-specific longitudinal studies on affirming surgeries and

raises serious privacy concerns due to inadequate safeguards.

I8 YRa-faflkry i1 srerae o1 s mrau T8t sl 3R T3t JRem &b SR TR

Tosiar fRiarg Sad FRar gl

Instead of addressing problems such as administrative barriers and unregulated medical

practices, the Bill offers only superficial measures.

TRt Srurel R ifAifad fRifeer uursit SRft THwnal o g B & Soig ug fadus
FId SUN IUR U Bl 2

It ignores issues related to gender-affirming surgeries and hormone therapies, despite
severe health risks.

Ig Aftre gfY okt 3R eI SUIR ¥ I3 el &l ToR3IaS HRal 8, Safd 58 1R
e S g

Despite the 2019 UN CRPD recommendations, concerns of intersex welfare and dignity
remain neglected

2019 & JHARRTENI RGBT & Frav[a SR P ST 3R TRAT I JS e, SUfa ¢

No mtersectlonallty

DT Y9

The Bill contains no intersectional lens for caste, disability, poverty or religion.
g s e, feriar, Td a1 e 3 oy i Sierefaeh g or i e

Transgender persons from Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe or disabled backgrounds face
compounded discrimination with no remedies.

STYfRIa Sfa/sSIa a1 faeei ygy & ciaeier ufdaal &) GNHT AeHTd ol Usd 3
3R B gAY Tl |

It fails to protect family-dependent societal structures by skipping evidence-based
research.

g URaR T AraTfore |Xarsi o1 361§ [t & Fiife TATT Smerid = &
TR 3T HRAT B |
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The Bill is silent on civil and marriage rights of diverse identities.

7% fadgs AniYe SR daife® SiftreRl =R gt g A 31

It offers no provisions for marriage, adoption, inheritance, divorce, or succession.
¥ faarg, g a1, STRIRIGR, TATE 1 WUl ISR &1 His Wau™ ol o

It leaves persons without full legal recognition in family law.

Y AN B UTRaTNG ST § quf ST Jr=gar =g |

It perpetuates exclusion from key social institutions.

78 3 WUl HTHTRIG TRAT3T | TTex T 3|

The 2026 Amendment Bill tightens definitions and increases penalties but leaves core
structural flaws untouched.

2026 "teA fadge gRUTWIS @1 ¥ed BRI & 3R <8 FEIAT &, A H©T WD
WY & 3gat gl

It continues hetero-normative erasure of diverse identities.

Tg fafay ugami & faunafie R W feT oM & SR ad 81

It neglects civil and marriage rights and entrenches colonial hijra structures.

g ANR® 3R da1fe® RPGRY o1 3T HRaT § 3R 3fufafRre fawrst Taarsi &
TSTgd HRT 8|

India needs a scientific and culturally grounded approach separating biological sex and
gender identity.

YRd & AP MR TRpad U A memia ef¥dur o1 sraxadmdr g off Sfaw fof eiv

ARE TgET B ST B

It must prioritise evidence over ideology and ban non-consensual intersex surgeries.

T&ﬁaww%mmﬁm@wﬁa@nﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁmwwm
[

It should ensure equal rights, dismantle exploitative systems, and protect dignity of
children.

Y U ARGR, MYUTHRY gonferat o7 o 3R =l st i &) & gRda st anful
The Constitution demands nothing less.

WG 399 HH $© 781 dred|
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‘Vande Mataram advisory
not a threat to conforny’

Ministry’s advisory on National Song only prescribes protocol and those who do not sing it will not

face any action, says SC; even then, there is burden on those who refuse to sing, argues petitioner

Kngggggas Rﬂ!g!up._al

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said

the January 28 gui-
delines issued by Union
Home Ministry on playing
National Song Vande Mata-
ram in full at public and ce-
remonial occasions are not
a “threat to conform” and
do not fall foul of constitu-
tional freedoms.

“...It is only an adviso-
ry... The Ministry feels the
National Song is as much
an expression of the na-
tional identity. You may
have a different point of
view. But we feel you have
vague apprehensions of
discrimination which do
not have a clear nexus with
the advisory now... But
please come immediately
to us as and when you feel
you have been discriminat-
ed against or singled out
on the plank of this adviso-
ry,” Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi addressed petitioner
Muhammed Sayeed Noori,
represented by senior ad-
vocate Sanjay Hegde.

Mr. Hegde began his ar-
guments by noting the Mi-
nistry’s circular made the
singing of the National
Song “mandatory” and
compelled citizens to parti-
cipate in a social demon-
stration of loyalty which

@

discriminated against
or singled out on the
plank of this advisory

JUSTICE JOYMALYA
BAGCHI

Supreme Court

goes against one’s indivi-
dual conscience. He point-
ed out that the circular has
instructed the three-mi-
nute National Song to be
played before the 55-se-
cond National Anthem, re-
ducing the status of the lat-
ter to an “epilogue”.

Anthem vs. Song

Chief Justice Surya Kant,
heading the three-judge
Bench, said there was ab-
solutely nothing in the Ja-
nuary 28 circular to show
that people who did not
play or sing the National
Song would face penal or
adverse action.

“Even if there is no pe-
nalty and even if today
there is no legal sanction,
there is a huge burden on
somebody who refuses to
sing or stand up,” Mr.
Hegde argued.

“What is that burden in

We feel you have
vague apprehensions
of discrimination... But please
come immediately to us as and
when you feel you have been

law here? The circular pre-
scribes a protocol of when
and how the National Song
must be played, what is to
be done when it is played,
etc. We can understand if
somebody sends you a not-
ice saying you did not play
or stand up for the Nation-
al Song and your institu-
tion should be closed or
derecognised as a result,”
the Chief Justice reacted.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta intervened to em-
phasise that respect for the
National Song was organic
and, ideally, even an advi-
sory was not necessary. He
referred to Article 51A of
the Constitution, which
made it a fundamental du-
ty to respect the National
Flag and National Anthem.
Mr. Hegde said the Na-
tional Anthem and Nation-
al Song were distinct from
each other. “_.It was on Ja-

26Mar. ‘Vande Mataram advisory not a threat to conform’

‘d¢ HTARH HATE UTa- 1 & T 918 H3A B e 781 @

nuary 24, 1950 that Rajen-
dra Prasad, as President of
the Constituent Assembly,
ended the controversy by
saying Jana Gana Mana
would be the National An-
them and Vande Mataram
the National Song. When
the Parliament subse-
quently inserted Article
51A [in the 42nd Constitu-
tional Amendment], it
spoke only of the National
Anthem,” he explained.

He said India was a
country which paid equal
respect to all religions and
everyone’s individual con-
science, even that of an
atheist. Mr. Mehta retorted
that it was not as if people
were being compelled to
sing bhajans.

Justice Bagchi referred
to the circular which said,
“In all schools, the day’s
work may begin with com-
munity singing of the Na-
tional Song”. “The expres-
sion ‘may’ means you
could sing as much as not
sing. It allows individual
conscience to take the de-
cision,” he said.

Mr. Hegde said patrio-
tism cannot be compelled,
provoking the Chief Justice
to ask if “patriotism cannot
be compelled even for the
National Anthem”.

The court refused to en-
tertain the petition, term-
ing it “premature”.

The Ministry's advisory on National Song Vande Mataram only prescribes protocol and

those who do not sing it will not face any action, says SC; even then, there is burden on those

who refuse to sing, argues petitioner.

HATAT BT

i 9 ATRH W TeTE bad Terebia e Hdt @ ok S i 38 =&t
YHR &1 HIRATS BT JHAT el BT TS, T HIE 3 FHeT; 3qP rasg, St
T 3 T O STHR B 8, 39 R S Usdl 8, TfIbldhd] = dob el

The Supreme Court on Wednesday said the January 28 guidelines issued by Union Home

Ministry on playing National Song Vande Mataram in full at public and ceremonial occasions

are not a “threat to conform” and do not fall foul of constitutional freedoms.

A HId 7 FUAR B BT b 28 T B T8 HATTT GRT Aol 3R ST AT TR
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?Wﬁmﬁ@mﬁwﬁ%%ﬂaﬁﬁﬂé%mﬁ%ﬂ“waﬁaﬁ ek

f 3 3R U8 HauTes WaAarsh &1 Icera el Hat|

“...it is only an advisory... The Ministry feels the National Song is as much an expression of

the national identity.

ﬁ%agémawm% HATTT HEYH P § b AP I AP UgaH B SHfHeafe & =
I

¢ You may have a different point of view.
3TUHT EPPIU ST 5 Thl 5|

e But we feel you have vague apprehensions of discrimination which do not have a clear nexus
with the advisory now...

AferT g8 T © fob Sl WaHTd & SRy Teg § e 39 JaTg ¥ WY Iy T8l ...

e But please come immediately to us as and when you feel you have been discriminated
against or singled out on the plank of this advisory,” Justice Joymalya Bagchi addressed
petitioner Muhammed Sayeed Noori, represented by senior advocate Sanjay Hegde.

AfrT FUaT A FAR U TS o 1} 3! &7 o6 51 Talle & SMUR W SUD 1Y HGHTa
foram o § o1 SMuesY Srer fara T 8, <wfd SaHerar ARt 3 AfdTedl gewe 94ae T8
 Fel, S ufaffta aRs sifdaed derg g71e 3R %36 31

e Mr. Hegde began his arguments by noting the Ministry’s circular made the singing of the
National Song “mandatory” and compelled citizens to participate in a social demonstration
of loyalty which goes against one’s individual conscience.

ot SIS 7 3107 T I YA I A BRI gU B b HATe BT U= APTa it ot «arfrard”
FIAT1 8 SIR ARG BI TP TS qWIGRT TeH & YT A & AT HofgR FHRaT g S fsht &t
G 3 HR0T & G B

¢ He pointed out that the circular has instructed the three-minute National Song to be played
before the 55-second National Anthem, reducing the status of the latter to an “epilogue”.

3% e 3171 e o5 et A 55 Js & AP T4 W Ugd i e &1 gt i Som &1
fdwr oo B, forad a1 ard &1 fRufd “SuigR” da B ot &1

Anthem vs. Song
M g9 a

e Chief Justice Surya Kant, heading the three-judge Bench, said there was absolutely nothing
in the January 28 circular to show that people who did not play or sing the National Song
would face penal or adverse action.

e et g @id, S dAF-maneieig o &% v 8, 3 @ f 28 St & R A faepa
o f Y1 1 & oS Ig uar 7 &5 S <t <t wft e amed @ e, 3% < A
Ui d HRATS BT ATHAT HRAT G|

o “Even if there is no penalty and even if today there is no legal sanction, there is a huge
burden on somebody who refuses to sing or stand up,” Mr. Hegde argued.

“Ud § PIS <8 7 8 3R Y &) 3T BIg Bl Ufdsel 7 8, Sl BIs M1 A1 WS B A TTPR
BRI 8, 3 W 91 a1 §lell 8,” &t 819 7 deb faa|

o “What is that burden in law here? The circular prescribes a protocol of when and how the
National Song must be played, what is to be done when it is played, etc.
“Tg1 BT H I8 I T 57 URYA I8 Wicrpla MYiRa Ha1 3 o e IR S g e s
ST 918U, U Solld THT &1 {1 o1 91y, Sfe |

¢ We can understand if somebody sends you a notice saying you did not play or stand up for
the National Song and your institution should be closed or derecognised as a result,” the
Chief Justice reacted.
T T Thd § Afe BIg MU ey Nofar 7 fors se1 man 7 fos o UCEHEER!
1 GS T8l §U MR 3MUS IR & & a1 R faan s =nfe,” qrea =amanddi=r 3 ufafesar
e Solicitor General Tushar Mehta intervened to emphasise that respect for the National Song
was organic and, ideally, even an advisory was not necessary.
HifeIRex 9-Rd gUIR Agdl A gway fba1 ik &R fean fos gt e & ufa g @nifas
2 3R 3meRl ¥ H, 781 d& fos Ua Tare oft sravass =g o
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He referred to Article 51A of the Constitution, which made it a fundamental duty to respect the
National Flag and National Anthem.

S HIUM F srge 51A T I (a1, o WP eaet $fiR TP T HT TH BT
T Hifties Hadod S|

Mr. Hegde said the National Anthem and National Song were distinct from each other.

off 7T 7 Tl o AT M SR WP W TH-gW I o &

“..It was on January 24, 1950 that Rajendra Prasad, as President of the Constituent

Assembly, ended the controversy by saying Jana Gana Mana would be the National
Anthem and Vande Mataram the National Song.

“. T8 24 SFARY, 1950 1 YT e ITols; YHTG, WGUM FHT & 3fehef D ¥4 H, 7 faarg ol FAr
F GU HeT b W 07 {F 1T T SN SR d¢ ATRH A9 I7d ghm|

When the Parliament subsequently inserted Article 51A [in the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment], it spoke only of the National Anthem,” he explained.

Od WHe A 916 H 30 51A [42d WG FRNed H] SiST, df U8 bad AP T & SR H 8l
e, IgiH e

He said India was a country which paid equal respect to all religions and everyone’s individual
conscience, even that of an atheist.

351 FeT {6 URA U U1 2w 8 off 9uft emf ok yde safaa o) safeaera 3id:s-ur, g8t d& &
T Ti%ies o1 i, B G G ST 2

Mr. Mehta retorted that it was not as if people were being compelled to sing bhajans.

ot FgaT 3 UdieaR fobar b Tar 78Y R b <ivil & wsiHl bl T o o TreisR b o <@ B

Justice Bagchi referred to the circular which said, “In all schools, the day’s work may begin
with community singing of the National Song”.

IR IRTE A uRuE &7 ey faar o wet mar, gt el 7, o 1 il Agfes g
M T A = B AHaAT |1

“The expression ‘may’ means you could sing as much as not sing.

“May’ TTeg; &1 31 g T 319 71 epd € 11 b 1 ot 718t vt |

It allows individual conscience to take the decision,” he said.

Tg GG 3T HR0 B! FA0fg A B 3T ST 8, S6H PaT

Mr. Hegde said patriotism cannot be compelled, provoking the Chief Justice to ask if
“patriotism cannot be compelled even for the National Anthem”.

o 8718 A Bl o SRufdT &1 AoieR e o S dahar1, for s g =manelisr A ygst fos <
AT M o forg it S=1vfeRT 1 Aoy 8T foban & Feber?
The court refused to entertain the petition, terming it “prema_ture”.

G - TP P WIHR B A STBR B (G4, $H “3UHADH” IR &d gul
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Tehran dismisses U.S. attempt to end conflict, sets own terms
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Govt. defends stand as Opposition raises Pakistan role in Iran

g%mwww%m,ﬁq&r%éﬂqﬁmaﬂ@m

26Mar

Immigration, visa issuance scheme gets 5-year extension

SRR, 9IS SR S &1 ST B 5 91d & fore Ierr

26Mar

Patrolling along China border increased significantly after 2020
Galwan clash, data show

éozowg@%mﬁq;ﬂmwmﬁ%aqﬁq@,mﬁwﬁ
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Tehran dismisses U.S. attempt
to end conflict, sets own terms

Halting aggression, reparations, and recognition of its ‘sovereignty” over the Strait of Hormuz are part of Tehran’s terms; US.

is offering sanctions relief in return for the Islamic Republic abandoning its nuclear programme and reopening the Strait

Stanl o!n

ran on Wednesday dis-

missed a U.S. proposal

to end the war and set
out its own terms for
peace, even as it continued
trading fire with Israel.

The U.S. proposal of-
fered a ceasefire and sanc-
tions relief in return for the
Islamic Republic abandon-
ing its nuclear programme
and reopening the Strait of
Hormuz.

Iran, according to state-
run Press TV, has laid
down five conditions to
end the war, which the U.S.
and Israel launched on Fe-
bruary 28 with the assassi-
nation of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and several other leaders.
Tehran is seeking: “a com-
plete halt” to aggression
and assassinations; “con-
crete mechanisms” to pre-
vent future attacks; pay-
ment of war damages and
reparations; an end to
fighting on “all fronts”; and
recognition of its “exercise
of sovereignty” over the
Strait of Hormuz, which it
calls its “natural and legal
right”.

“Iran will end the war
when it decides to do so
and when its own condi-
tions are met,” a senior se-
curity official said, accord-
ing to Press TV. The
official, who is not named
in the report, said Wash-
ington has put forward
proposals through various
diplomatic channels that
are “excessive” and “dis-
connected from reality” on
the battlefield.

‘Very big present’

US. President Donald
Trump, who had backed
off from his threat to attack
Iran’s power infrastructure
claiming that Washington

First responders at a site struck by a projectile in Bnei Brak, near Tel Aviv in Israel, as the missile war in West Asia continues. AFP

and Tehran were in talks,
said on Tuesday that Iran
had given him “a very big
present worth a tremen-
dous amount of money”,
adding that “we are deal-
ing with the right people”.
“I think we’re going to end
[the war],” Mr. Trump said
without elaborating on the
“present”.

Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters on
Wednesday dismissed re-
ports about talks, adding
that the U.S. is calling its
“defeat” an agreement.

The comments from Mr.
Trump, who has put off his
threatened strikes until
Friday, came amid reports
that the Pentagon was
planning to deploy thou-
sands of troops from the
elite 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion to West Asia.

The Associated Press
earlier cited two Pakistani
officials as saying that Isla-

mabad had delivered the
U.S. plan to Tehran. The
proposal addresses sanc-
tions relief, a rollback of
Iran’s nuclear programme,
limits on its missile pro-
gramme, reopening the
Strait of Hormuz and res-
trictions on Iran’s support
for non-state militias in
West Asia such as Hezbol-
lah and Hamas, said the
officials.

Sarcastic response

“We are closely monitoring
all U.S. movements in the
region, especially troop de-
ployments,” Iran’s Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad-
Bagher Ghalibaf said on
Wednesday in a social me-
dia post. “What the gener-
als have broke[n], the sol-
diers can’t fix; instead,
they will fall victim to [Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min] Netanyahu’s delu-
sions. Do not test our

resolve to defend our
land,” he added. He later
warned about a possible
invasion of an Iranian is-

land with the support of an
unnamed regional
country.

“If the self-proclaimed
superpower of the world
could have escaped this
predicament, it would
have done so by now. Do
not call your defeat an
agreement,” Central Head-
quarters spokesperson Lt.
Col. Ebrahim Zolfagari
said in a video statement.
“Has the level of your in-
fighting reached the point
of negotiating with your-
selves?” he asked,
sarcastically.

Fire exchanges on

While the U.S. and Iran is-
sued contradicting claims
about talks, Tehran and Tel
Aviv continued to attack
each other on Wednesday.

The Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) said that it targeted
Iran’s “sole facility” for the
development of subma-
rines, and other weapons
manufacturing sites in Isfa-
han. Iran fired at least 13
salvos of missiles at Israel
on Tuesday, in which nine
people were wounded.

Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) said in a statement
on Wednesday that it
launched missiles at cen-
tral and northern Israel as
well as U.S. bases in the
Persian Gulf region. “Stra-
tegic points and military
centers located in the
northern occupied territo-
ries were smashed under
the heavy and sustained
missile attacks of the
IRGC’s Aerospace Force,”
the Guards said.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 12 & 14

26Mar. Tehran dismisses U.S. attempt to end conflict, sets own terms

A A Jad THTE HA & MRS vy ) @i fean, sroe wrd It

Halting aggression, reparations, and recognition of its ‘sovereignty’ over the Strait of
Hormuz are part of Tehran’s terms; the U.S. is offering sanctions relief in return for the
Islamic Republic abandoning its nuclear programme and reopening the Strait.

STHTHSH T DI AHT,

gifergfd, sl

LY

B TASHEAS TR 30 Y

&1 AT d8H DI

1t o1 few &; AR sea o ufadey ® Igd o7 & RIS FR 8T 6, A AN TTURT
3T WRHTY] HTIHH B! BIS ¢ 3R Taemerd &l i I W |

Iran on Wednesday dismissed a U.S. proposal to end the war and set out its own terms for
peace, even as it continued trading fire with Israel.
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The U.S. proposal offered a ceasefire and sanctions relief in return for the Islamic Republic
abandoning its nuclear programme and reopening the Strait of Hormuz.

3t TRard § gefarmd ok wfaael § Tgd & Uew &t 718 2, 95 B Sxefiys TR ¥
ISP URATY] HRHH B! BIS 3R SH6l TASHHE Bl R F Wia B 77T o1 T3 ot

Iran, according to state-run Press TV, has laid down five conditions to end the war, which the
U.S. and Israel launched on February 28 with the assassination of Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and several other leaders.

BN U A & AR, I A Jg THIE B & oIE gig 0 341 7, oy smifRapt iR
SORTSH A 28 TR &I Hated dTl ATIdIea et WS 3R Bs 3 Adrsit &1 g1 & Y e
fopa |

Tehran is seeking: “a complete halt” to aggression and assassinations; “concrete
mechanisms” to prevent future attacks; payment of war damages and reparations; an end to
fighting on “all fronts”; and recognition of its “exercise of sovereignty” over the Strait of
Hormuz, which it calls its “natural and legal right”.

AR HITT R Y81 §: BTG AT 3R TSN BT “Yui 3fc”; UfI™T & gHl DI A & T B
&, g &ffa 3R effargfd &1 yram; <ot AP R derE &1 3id; iR g1d Sasieqe R

ST “THUYAT & TANT &} AT, TR 98 SiuAT “Whfaes SR ST SR §ardT g

“Iran will end the war when it decides to do so and when its own conditions are met,” a senior
security official said, according to Press TV.

U9 ETdl & SR, T akg QRef ISR A H81, “S3H g5 $! a9 YU ST 919 98 W T
fAufg o SR o9 It ord gt g1

The official, who is not named in the report, said Washington has put forward proposals
through various diplomatic channels that are “excessive” and “disconnected from reality” on
the battlefield.

YT, forgest A Rard & 78t &, A gt for ariivre 7 faf¥a geiifas wredl § 39 v
W ¢ S 3 § SiR ggad Pl aRdfasdT § ‘% §T 7

‘Very big present’

U.S. President Donald Trump, who had backed off from his threat to attack Iran’s power
infrastructure claiming that Washington and Tehran were in talks, said on Tuesday that Iran
had given him “a very big present worth a tremendous amount of money”, adding that “we are
dealing with the right people”.

SIS ¢4, f8IH M & SHoll 61d IR gHAT d3A DI 3T 4HH! ¥ U ged g
Fel U1 f qIfRATe iR deM STasiid R 38 §, 7 AR & Bl fb 3 3 3¢ “9gd Ja! ARy
¥ ISR Th 9gd 981 SUBR” a1 ], 3R SieT b g7 Tet ol & FRue w &1
“I think we’re going to end [the war],” Mr. Trump said without elaborating on the “present”.
“T T § fob 81 [Jg] THT HRA ST g €, 41 ¢U 3 “IueR” & aR ¥ fawdR § T for et
Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters on Wednesday dismissed reports about talks,
adding that the U.S. is calling its “defeat” an agreement.
X & JIAH 3HA-SHTT HET GBI A FUIR DI A1 b GaRl I JIRS HRd §Y Bl
% AT Su=t “gR” HI THMaT ¥l W& 3|
The comments from Mr. Trump, who has put off his threatened strikes until Friday, came amid
reports that the Pentagon was planning to deploy thousands of troops from the elite 82nd
Airborne Division to West Asia.
ot ¢u, el 3A URaATfad g9l ! YhaR d Td faa g, &1 g fewuft TX Io o8 o d Wad
?ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ@%ﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁq%mWaﬁmaﬂﬁﬁme

I

The Associated Press earlier cited two Pakistani officials as saying that Islamabad had
delivered the U.S. plan to Tehran.
TORITES U 7 Uga &) UTfeh et SHAemTRET o7 garen < U Bel o S Sxammare = iRk
TSI e d% UgHTS 8
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e The proposal addresses sanctions relief, a rollback of Iran’s nuclear programme, limits on its
missile programme, reopening the Strait of Hormuz and restrictions on Iran’s support for non-
state militias in West Asia such as Hezbollah and Hamas, said the officials.

TR =1 a1 o TRaa § Ufcrsiell T M8, S o WRATY SRihH § ST, 396 THsd
FHH R A, BT SasHeHe &I iR ¥ WieT iR fZegearg dul AN o TR-Is
forfafRmar & forg $3M & gwdH R ufasy i g

Sarcastic response

TS Ufafpar

o “We are closely monitoring all U.S. movements in the region, especially troop deployments,”
Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said on Wednesday in a social media
post.

9 & T skt &t it TIfafafeR, faviy U @ ¥fe oK, R Hidl ToR WL 5, A &
TG Siegel HIgwIg IR TMITETh H §UdR DI Ael Hifedn Uke H &gl

e “What the generals have broken, the soldiers can't fix; instead, they will fall victim to [Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu’s delusions. Do not test our resolve to defend our land,”
he added.

TRA! A S AT ], A F IV S T B I dfch I [SoRTS e HeTHA SonfiE) Aa-arg &
Y H1 RER 11 TR YA BT & & Thed DI Ad RWY,” I1/H ST

¢ He later warned about a possible invasion of an Iranian island with the support of an
unnamed regional country.

I 91E T T 31T 81T 3 & TH J Th ST 410 TR U SHTHH0T Bt Jdrasi <t |

o “If the self-proclaimed superpower of the world could have escaped this predicament, it would
have done so by now. Do not call your defeat an agreement,” Central Headquarters
spokesperson Lt. Col. Ebrahim Zolfagari said in a video statement.
<afe givan &t Wy geTifdd 9 T I 5 Aabdll, A1 31d dob o ab! glail | 30U GR bl
FHAT Ad BT, HeIg T & Tdedl Afdenc brict 3Ted SiahebR! 3 s suq &
Eall

e “Has the level of your infighting reached the point of negotiating with yourselves?” he asked,
sarcastically.

T 3BT MARP TS §9 WR dh Ugd TS @ b 3117 W | & aceiid B2 R 82° oA
TTES &0 IS

Fire exchanges on

TRt SR

e While the U.S. and Iran issued contradicting claims about talks, Tehran and Tel Aviv
continued to attack each other on Wednesday.

oigt 3AfeT 3R S 7 STa=id B AR fARIUTHTE a1d by, a8l dgv 3R dd 3rdid 3 gHar
Pl TH-ga W gHd SIRI G |

o The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) said that it targeted Iran’s “sole facility” for the development
of submarines, and other weapons manufacturing sites in Isfahan.
ORI &1 §d (IDF) A &8l fob I Ugsall f[ahr & fole S &t “Tas i gfaer ik sewe™
¥ 31 iR fmfor Rt & f=m=1 s=mn

o Iranfired at least 13 salvos of missiles at Israel on Tuesday, in which nine people were
wounded.
W A HAAR $I ZoRRd R HH I HH 13 Fsd gad foy, forad = @ ara gul

e Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said in a statement on Wednesday that it
launched missiles at central and northern Israel as well as U.S. bases in the Persian Gulf
region.
M & SXANHS RATGIFRI TS IR (IRGC) A §YAR HI 59 H Hgl o I A 3R I
SURISA & WIY-U1Y BRY &t WATe! & § 3R f3dmi wR e grf|

e “Strategic points and military centers located in the northern occupied territories were
smashed under the heavy and sustained missile attacks of the IRGC’s Aerospace Force,” the
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Govt. defends stand
as Opposition raises
Pakistan role in Iran

Sobhana K. Nair
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Parrying the questions
raised by the Opposition
regarding the reported
central role played by Pa-
kistan in mediating bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Wednesday
termed the neighbouring
country a “dalal” and said
that it had been playing
this role since 1981.

He was addressing an
all-party meeting chaired
by Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh on the recent
developments in West Asia
and their impact on India.
Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Puri also assured
the gathering that India
continued to maintain a
strategic petroleum re-
serve of 74 days. While the
country was not facing any
imminent energy crisis, he
noted that the supply cycle
for LPG had extended from
20 days to 45 days. This, he
said, should stabilise soon.

‘Balanced position’
Responding to criticism ov-
er India’s “silence”, Mr.
Jaishankar asserted that
with nearly one crore In-
dians living in West Asian
countries, it was crucial for
India’s strategic and eco-
nomic interests to main-
tain a balanced position.
India, he said, remained in
a unique position, able to
communicate with all
sides.

Citing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent
talks with Iranian authori-
ties, he said two Indian
ships had been allowed to
sail through the Strait of
Hormuz, while 18 others
still in the region would
soon set sail for Indian
shores. He said that the
U.S. continued to be India’s
biggest trading partner,

S. Jaishankar

while Israel was a key
technological partner.

The External Affairs Mi-
nister also said that the
U.S. sanctions on India had
a long history and that pre-
vious administrations in
Washington had deployed
them in the past. While the
Opposition “shamed” the
government, he said that
India’s import of Russian
oil never completely
stopped.

‘Meet unsatisfactory’
Barring the Trinamool
Congress, all Opposition
parties attended the meet-
ing. Their questions co-
vered India’s silence on the
assassination of Iran’s late
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei; the timing
of PM Modi’s visit to Tel
Aviv — two days before the
U.S. and Israel launched
strikes on Iran; Pakistan’s
role as a mediator; the rise
in LPG prices due to the
ongoing crisis; and India’s
commitment to the Non-
Aligned Movement.

Speaking to pressper-
sons later, senior Congress
leader Tariq Anwar de-
scribed the meeting as
“unsatisfactory.”

Senior CPI(M) leader
John Brittas said, “All the
Opposition leaders who
spoke said that the govern-
ment should have taken a
position on the unilateral
attack by the United States
against a sovereign, inde-
pendent country, Iran.”

MY A Fall

26Mar. Govt. defends stand as Opposition
raises Pakistan role in Iran

IRHR A YA 39 &1 9919 fHar, fauer 3
WM § U &t YfAeT 3615

e Parrying the questions raised by the Opposition
regarding the reported central role played by Pakistan in
mediating between the U.S. and Iran, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on Wednesday termed the
neighbouring country a “dalal” and said that it had been
playing this role since 1981.
fque GRT IoTT TN Farel! o7 SaTe od gU, o v
3R A & S 7eORar | UIfpwE & Hid Heig
Yfh1 &1 geT o, fag T3 TH. SRR o gUaR &l
TSR SR &1 “g@Ter IR 3R Fel fo a8 1981 I T8
Yf¥repT AT 8T B

¢ He was addressing an all-party meeting chaired
by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on the recent
developments in West Asia and their impact on India.
Ig &1 Tt ey R Y sregerd § g8 Jdadd 9o
&1 HaIfd I Te 3, foraw ufm wikwn & giferan gempH
3R 3% URd R UG R T g5 |

e Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri also
assured the gathering that India continued to maintain a
strateglc petroleum reserve of 74 days.

Ueifery w3 gvdu Rt A off dow @ e fara
5 WRT 74 Rt 31 YUFI® VQIREH HER FT U R

e While the country was not facing any imminent
energy crisis, he noted that the supply cycle for LPG
had extended from 20 days to 45 days.

gTdifeh 21 fopt dTep1feics Sroll Hepe BT JTHAT Aol B
Q1 8, S gam & werdtsht &t 3mufd =e 20 et @
G 45 oA T T B

e This, he said, should stabilise soon.

351 Fel fb ug RUfT Sieg € FRR 81 st

‘Balanced position’

Hgfera feufer

e Responding to criticism over India’s “silence”,
Mr. Jaishankar asserted that with nearly one crore
Indians living in West Asian countries, it was crucial for
India’s strategic and economic interests to maintain a
balanced position.
YR & “Full’ W 3T BT Sd1d 3 gY, ot iR 3
Hel for uf¥m TlRrrs =N & T Ue axis R Xgd
g, 9o YRd & Yorifae iR enfife fial & fo
T T ST G 3MaSH g |

¢ India, he said, remained in a unique position, able to communicate with all sides.

3511 Pel fob YRd T 33T fRUfY # B, oigi ag T+t yelt & Targ o= Tobel B
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Citing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent talks with Iranian authorities, he said two
Indian ships had been allowed to sail through the Strait of Hormuz, while 18 others still in the
region would soon set sail for Indian shores.

YT g WIS B SR SfABIRGT & T giferar ardid 7 garen 3d gU I5i- del [ al
YR STeTol B! gTHST TS HeHE ¥ ToR- B 3fAfd fird 72 3, Siafeh & & HiNg 18 3
SBTSl Wieg 81 HRd & foIT Xa1 g1 |

He said that the U.S. continued to be India’s biggest trading partner, while Israel was a key
technological partner.

I8 Fel o SRk URD &1 Tad 981 AR ATHGR §1 §31 8, SIafd FuRIsd Uh
UG qh-1o! AER ¢

The External Affairs Minister also said that the U.S. sanctions on India had a long history and
that previous administrations in Washington had deployed them in thegast.

facer Tt 3 g% +ft FeT fr URa R AR wfarded o1 wa 3fagry X818 SR aTiived & gd
UM Ht 58 A R Ib 7 |

While the Opposition “shamed” the government, he said that India’s import of Russian oil
never completely stopped.

Safe fauer § TRBR 1 “fHer a1, ITH F3T b URA F1 T4t dd d S O @RE 9
gl gall

‘Meet unsatisfactory’

t

Barring the Trinamool Congress, all Opposition parties attended the meeting.

JUIE BN B Sreax Gt fqueh o Jow & 2fird gul

Their questions covered India’s silence on the assassination of Iran’s late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei; the timing of PM Modi’s visit to Tel Aviv — two days before the
U.S. and Israel launched strikes on Iran; Pakistan’s role as a mediator; the rise in LPG prices
due to the ongoing crisis; and India’s commitment to the Non-Alighed Movement.

I qaTdl | 534 & (GdTTd qared T STAdiee 3l WS &1 gl R HRd &1 gaft; gy
A 3T Aa T I HT T — Sl RGBT 3R IoRIBA GRT I W A ¥ & e U §%;
A & =Y B U™ &1 YT, 9d 38 Ydbe & HRUI Tadien staal & 3fe; ok efruer
eI & Ufd URd Bt Ui A 3

Speaking to presspersons later, senior Congress leader Tariqg Anwar described the meeting
as “unsatisfactory.”

1% & TAHRI § 91 HRd gU aRE ST AdT d1RP 3R 7 966 & “Harye-d” gar|
Senior CPI(M) leader John Brittas said, “All the Opposition leaders who spoke said that the
government should have taken a position on the unilateral attack by the United States against
a sovereign, independent country, Iran.”

aRg Hidtamsg @) a1 s fers 3 g1, 5 gt faueft Aarsfi 3 s1d 61, I8 Fel i
WHR B! UHh AYY, [T G- 3 W HARBT & THARW] g7 TR T $G WY HAT AT
grl”
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Immigration, visa issuance
scheme gets 5-year extension

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Union Cabinet has ap-
proved the continuation of
the Immigration, Visa, Fo-
reigners Registration &
Tracking (IVFRT) scheme
for a period of five years
from April 1, 2026 till
March 31, 2031 with a bud-
get outlay of 1,800 crore,
the government stated on
Wednesday.

The IVFRT platform
seeks to interlink and opti-
mise functions related to
immigration, visa issuance
and registration of foreign-
ers in India. The core ob-
jective of the scheme start-
ed in 2010 is to modernise
and upgrade immigration
and visa services within a

IVFRT system has
enabled 100%
contactless visa
process leading to
faster processing

secure and integrated ser-
vice delivery framework.
“After the recent enact-
ment of the Immigration
and Foreigners Act, 2025
and its subsequent rules
and order, it has become
imperative to strengthen
and modernise the Immi-
gration, Visa, and Foreign-
ers Registration & Tracking
(IVFRT) system to effec-
tively meet emerging re-
quirements and future
challenges in the domain
of immigration control and

foreigner management, in-
cluding illegal migration,”
the government stated.

The scheme has covered
117 Immigration Posts, 15
Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Officers (FRROs)
and 854 Foreigners Regis-
tration Officers (FROs)/ Su-
perintendents of Police
(SPs)/ Deputy Commis-
sioners of Police (DCPs)
across the country.

The IVFRT system has
enabled a 100% contact-
less visa process with on-
line appointment schedul-
ing and payment facilities,
leading to faster visa pro-
cessing times with 91.24%
of e-wisa applications
cleared within 72 hours
during the past five years,
it further stated.

Immigration, visa issuance scheme gets 5-year extension

SFARE, AT SR $31 Bt A1 B 5 AT & e Fer T

The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of the Immigration, Visa, Foreigners
Registration & Tracking (IVFRT) scheme for a period of five years from April 1, 2026 till

March 31, 2031 with a budget outlay of ¥1,800 crore, the government stated on Wednesday.

WHR A QUIR B Fal [ S Srde I gREITH, die, 2= dehevor ok T
(IVFRT) QST & 1 aﬁa2026%31@2031%@%%%6@@%‘1%3?%
et aote 121,800 FS B

The IVFRT platform seeks to interlink and optimise functions related to immigration, visa
issuance and registration of foreigners in India.

IVFRT WeWIH &1 3589 YR H SFHHRM, diwr S8 #3471 3R fag=h ushiewor @ gafidg
ST B ST 3R BT BT R

The core objective of the scheme started in 2010 is to modernise and upgrade immigration

and visa services within a secure and integrated service delivery framework.

2010 & Y& g3 o1 &1 A S50 T R 3R Tdbighd JaT faarur g & HiaR sikRe

3N AT Farsit &1 sy 3R 3T T ]

“After the recent enactment of the Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 and its
subsequent rules and order, it has become imperative to strengthen and modernise the

Immigration, Visa, and Foreigners Registration & Tracking (IVFRT) system to effectively

meet emerging requirements and future challenges in the domain of immigration control
and foreigner management, including illegal migration, the government stated.

g1dl o1 H UTRd SR ok

fae=h sifaferam, 2025 iR ITF a1 & fFH! iR 3w & 1g,

g 3MawaS 8 T ¢ fob sferiwe, dien ok fadzht ushiewwor eiv 2f (1veRT) wommelt o)
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TG 3R MY ST AT difds RERE fFrior ok fae=h udem, orrd srdy warae oft
e 8, & IOF 811 arelt sraxadmdraft SiR Hfasy &1 gfadt &I gurdt & ¥ OR1 fasa o 9o,
WHR A BT

The scheme has covered 117 Immigration Posts, 15 Foreigners Regional Registration
Officers (FRROs) and 854 Foreigners Registration Officers (FROs)/ Superintendents of
Police (SPs)/ Deputy Commissioners of Police (DCPs) across the country.

IS A IR R H 117 SARERE TR, 15 B o e TfBa (FRROs) 3R
854 BIe-T™ IR T (FROs)/ gferd siefters (sps)/ fEvt wiIsR oifw giery
(DCPs) & i fopar g

The IVFRT system has enabled a 100% contactless visa process with online
appointment scheduling and payment facilities, leading to faster visa processing times
with 91.24% of e-visa applications cleared within 72 hours during the past five years, it
further stated.

IVFRT WUTTeft = 100% Tud Ifea i uftear & gem fasan 8, e sifemg sMigede
QASYfeRT 3R YA FIAUTd 2nfire €, o Aot el YHpor I3y THd ga 7, ok fsd
Uig aul & 91.24% $-3IAT SiTde 72 Hel & WiaR Fiuere U 8, 98 o sar [

Patrolling along China border
increased significantly after
2020 Galwan clash, data show

 Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Patrolling by the Indo-Tibe-
tan Border Police (ITBP)
along the China border has
seen a significant rise after
the 2020 incident in east-
ern Ladakh’s Galwan valley
when 20 soldiers were
killed in violent clashes
with the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army (PLA).
The Union Home Minis-
try’s annual report for
2024-25, which was pu-
blished on Wednesday,
stated that from April 1,
2024 to December 31,
2024, as many as 4,503 pa-
trols were conducted by
the ITBP, the primary bor-
der guarding force de-
ployed along the 3,488-km
China border. On an aver-
age, the ITBP conducted
500 patrols per month
during the period. “ITBP
ensured security of the
border and remained vigi-
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ITBP remained vigilant during
heightened security scenarios
along the India-China border,
the report said.

lant during heightened se-
curity scenarios along the
Indo-China border. To
keep strict vigilance, ITBP
conducted 4,503 patrols
along Indo-China border,”
the report said.

A comparison with the
previous reports show that
6,561 patrols were con-
ducted between January 1,
2023 and March 31, 2024, a
15-month window averag-
ing about 437 patrols per
month, while 2,899 patrols
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Website : patrioticias.in

were conducted between
April 1, 2022 and Decem-
ber 31, 2022, with an aver-
age of 322 patrols per
month. The corresponding
data for other years were
not available but the num-
bers reflect a marked esca-
lation in border patrols
since 2017-18, when only
2,083 patrols were record-
ed over the year, around
173 patrols per month.

Till 2023, there were at
least 26 patrolling points,
out of 65 PPs in eastern La-
dakh that were not being
patrolled by Indian troops
since April-May 2020. In
eastern Ladakh, several
areas that were being pa-
trolled earlier have been
turned into “buffer zones”
with the Chinese Army also
not sending their troops.
The PPs are used to assert
territorial claims along the
undefined Line of Actual
Control as there is no mu-
tually agreed border.
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26Mar. Patrolling along China border increased significantly after 2020 Galwan
clash, data show

2020 TG FSY F T8 9 AT IR 7t § Heayf 9, sies e §

Patrolling by the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) along the China border has seen a
significant rise after the 2020 incident in eastern Ladakh’s Galwan valley when 20 soldiers
were killed in violent clashes with the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

I e R g8)-forssdt Wwm gfer (7B P) gRT T H 2020 & S TERT & A IS
T & 916 Agayyl 3ig 8 TR, 59 9 @1 figed foravwe omidf (PLA) & w1y fEus et
# 20 e AR TT |

The Union Home Ministry’s annual report for 2024-25, which was published on
Wednesday, stated that from April 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024, as many as 4,503 patrols
were conducted by the ITBP, the primary border guarding force deployed along the 3,488-km
China border.

JYAR P! USRI B TG HATAT DI 2024-25 ATT® RO T FHg1 71 fb 1 370iat 2024 § 31
faUeR 2024 &, F 4,503 TR ITBP GRI 1 713, SNl 3,488-fartft =it I TR d=1al g
PR TA &

On an average, the ITBP conducted 500 patrols per month during the period.

3, 39 3afyr # ITBP A Ufd 118 500 TT=d Wi

“ITBP ensured security of the border and remained vigilant during heightened security
scenarios along the Indo-China border.

“TBP 7 T &Y JRem I Ft 3R yRa-9= Fa R ¢t g3 JRen uRfufaal & gRM
SEERET

To keep strict vigilance, ITBP conducted 4,503 patrols along Indo-China border,” the report
said.

FHe! TR §91Y T & T8, ITBP = YRd-2H HIAT TR 4,503 TRd &1,” RUIc & Fgr ma|

A comparison with the previous reports show that 6,561 patrols were conducted between
January 1, 2023 and March 31, 2024, a 15-month window averaging about 437 patrols per
month, while 2,899 patrols were conducted between April 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022,
with an average of 322 patrols per month.

el fraef ) gamT & vl I & fb 1 et 2023 ¥ 31 AIE 2024 T 6,561 TT=Rd @1 718, 15
e BT oaf § SfIde AU 437 T=d Ufd 18, Safds 1 30d 2022 ¥ 31 f3¥eR 2022 dF
2,899 TR 1 TS, ST 322 TT=d Ufd WG|

The corresponding data for other years were not available but the numbers reflect a marked
escalation in border patrols since 2017-18, when only 2,083 patrols were recorded over the
year, around 173 patrols per month.

3 g & fore Yeifdra SeT Iuas gt oT, Al sfihg 2017-18 T T T4l H WY gfg &
3Ifd §, 919 avuR | Fad 2,083 TR Gol B Ts, TIHT 173 TR Ufd A |

Till 2023, there were at least 26 patrolling points, out of 65 PPs in eastern Ladakh that were
not being patrolled by Indian troops since April-May 2020.

2023 T%, 3% eI & 65 T [igsit & F F1 I &1 26 T fog W A oM R yRdig 3w
3TA-HS 2020 F TR Tg R 37 U

In eastern Ladakh, several areas that were being patrolled earlier have been turned into
“buffer zones” with the Chinese Army also not sending their troops.

S AERA H, % & Ol U IR fhU o7 3@ ¥, I “qWR S | dad fadn T 7, iR A
7 A ot 3o A T T €

The PPs are used to assert territorial claims along the undefined Line of Actual Control as
there is no mutually agreed border.

Tt fgaft o1 SuaNT arafa® fra=or ¥@T (LAC) & I1Y &34 <14 Sfa™ & o fam SIran g,
HifH Blg AU TgHd AT T8l ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 2



R
Patriotic |
Pathshala
www.patriotici

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

GS Paper 1l11: Economy,

TOPICS COVERED

|26 March 2026

26Mar

India aiming for 60% non-fossil fuel power sources by 2035

YR 2035 d& 60% TNR-SHared s4 it Widl &1 987 7@ 8T §

26Mar

Cabinet approves revamped UDAN scheme with changes in subsidy

FfdHe A ISt § gara & "1y 791 UDAN FieT-T HeR fan

26Mar

Centre asks RBI to keep retail inflation target at 4% till 2031

&% A RIS T BT for a1 GIRWITA A& 2031 TP 4% TR TATC
RREIIY

26Mar

What is at stake at the WTO’s MC14?
WTO BT MC14 H T &id UR oI &7

26Mar

RBI scraps treasury bill sale to support banking liquidity

SRATSMTS A §Fh71 avaar & gudq 39 & fore Aol foa fawl 35 &1

26Mar

MoPNG issues directions to strengthen natural gas infra

MoPNG 7 UTgfa® T SaE~a-T &) Woigd H3 & g FHezr okt fpu

26Mar

FM defends Centre’s right to levy cess, says Constitution allows it

faa #:=l A g & IuHT T P UfUPR BT 5919 fFar, Far Jfdu=
39! srgufd QT 3

India aiming for 60% non-fossil fuel power sources by 2035
1o MO o s volunaryac

NEW DELHI

Updating its climate goals,
India has pledged that by
2035, 60% of its installed
electricity capacity will
comprise non-fossil sourc-
es. Italso aims to reduce by
47% the intensity of emis-
sions per unit of GDP from
2005 level and to increase
its carbon sink to 3.5 to 4
billion tonnes.

These targets make up
its Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC), which
are to be communicated to
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC).

“We will easily achieve
these goals... [with] the
speed with which we are
expanding our non-fossil
sources,” Union Informa-
tion Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said at a
briefing on Wednesday fol-
lowing a Cabinet meeting.

As a signatory to the Pa-
ris Agreement, India was
required to issue an updat-
ed NDC in 2025, which

tions towards transitioning
away from fossil fuel and
improving energy-efficien-
cy measures.

At the 30th edition of
the Conference of Parties
in Belem, Brazil, in Novem-
ber last year, Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
said that India would an-
nounce the NDC by the
“year-end”.

Current commitments
India’s current NDC, offi-
cially conveyed to the Unit-
ed Nations in August 2022,
commits to the following
by 2030: having 50% of its
capacity of installed elec-
tric power from non-fossil
sources; reducing the in-
tensity of emissions per
unit of GDP by 44%; and in-
creasing its carbon sink to
at least 2.5 to 3 billion
tonnes of COz equivalent.
The Conference of Par-
ties, or CoP, is a body of na-
tions that convenes an-
nually to discuss climate
issues and proposals to
transition their economies

Reduce 0,
Green goals i | HgaS0%t
intensi -
The targets set far of GDPtI):y Eﬂ‘:;r friulm
2035 under the 0, on-foss]
Nationally Determined A7% sram fuel energy
2005 leusl rasources

Contribution {NDE] ar=

part of India’s farmal

climate pledges under

the Paris Agraemant l
&
-
=

away from fossil fuel.

Currently, about 52% of
India’s installed electricity
capacity comes from non-
fossil fuel sources — a tar-
get achieved well before
the deadline - though only
about 25% of the power
generated is non-fossil.
These sources include so-
lar, wind, hydropower, bio-
mass, and nuclear power.
As of 2019, say official esti-
mates, India had achieved
an emissions intensity of
36% from 2005-2020.

Lreate carbon sink of 3,5 to 4.0
billion tonnes af €0, equinalent
thraugh farest and tree cover

As a signatory to the Paris
Agreement, India was
required to update its
NDC by 2025 with actions
towards curbing fossil
fuel and improving energy
efficiency

A carbon sink of 1.97 bil-
lion tonnes of COz equiva-
lent had already been
created from 2005 to 2019.
However, forest and tree
cover accounts for about
24.6% of India’s geographi-
cal area as of 2021, which is
higher than the 21% in
2005, but still less than the
national policy goal of 33%.

“‘Strong resolve’

“In shaping India’s NDC for
2031-2035, the government
has considered the out-

comes of the first Global
Stocktake (GST), principle
of Common but Differen-
tiated Responsibilities and
Respective  Capabilities
(CBDR-RC), and equity
with a view to harmonize
national realities, develop-
mental priorities, energy
security and the need for
greater ambition in climate
action, in line with the pur-
pose and long-term goals
of the Paris Agreement,”
the Environment Ministry
said in a statement.

Initiated in 2021, the
GST assesses the world’s
collective progress towards
limiting global warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius, con-
cluding that nations are
not on track. Several inde-
pendent analysts have sug-
gested that while India
may meet its 2030 NDC tar-
gets, it is not enough to
keep the globe on a 1.5 de-
grees Celsius pathway.

Independent analysts
said India was picking up
the slack for developed
countries.

India’s NDC target had

come amid a “rollback of
climate policies” and “un-
ilateral trade measures” by
developed, rich countries,
Vaibhav Chaturvedi, senior
fellow, Council for Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW), told The Hindu.

“It demonstrates a
strong resolve to address
transmission and land
availability  constraints
faced by the renewables
sector. The 47% emissions
intensity target shows that
energy security and prices
cannot be taken for
granted.”

“At a time when deve-
loped countries are back-
tracking on ambition, dee-
pening their fossil fuel
entrenchment, and drag-
ging the world towards mil-
itary conflict, the signal
from India shows that Glo-
bal South (developing
country) leadership on cli-
mate ambition is concrete
and real,” Avantika Goswa-
mi, of the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE), an influential think
tank, said in a statement.

26Mar. India aiming for 60% non-fossil fuel power sources by 2035

YR 2035 T& 60% TR-SATEH TUF Sl Aldl BT 78T ¥4 8T &

e Updating its climate goals, India has pledged that by 2035, 60% of its installed electricity
capacity will comprise non-fossil sources.

3T SAag

& BT 60% AR-STaTeH |dl J gHT|

A& P ST B §U, YR A alel foba g fob 2035 T ST R faett
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It also aims to reduce by 47% the intensity of emissions per unit of GDP from 2005 level
and to increase its carbon sink to 3.5 to 4 billion tonnes.

Tg 2005 & TR Y YA GDP SHTS Il digdl DI 47% dPb HH B 3R AT BTa- R
P 3.5 4 3R o dd g &1 Ht deT ITaT gl
These targets make up its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), which are to be
communicated to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC).
3 71ed I4P AP wR W Fuffa @rer (voe) #1 few €, o wged g waarg uRad=
FURAET FHIHT (UNFCCC) 1 Jferd fpar ST 2|
“We will easily achieve these goals... [with] the speed with which we are expanding our non-
fossil sources,” Union Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said at a briefing
on Wednesday following a Cabinet meeting.
g9 S A& DI AT ¥ U HR ol For 71f 9 51 oo TR-Sharey |ial &1 faaR &R <@
®, Sellg ga wenfie! @it sf¥t dwra A geUaR & Bfsne 93% & a1e sifthT & &a
As a signatory to the Paris Agreement, India was required to issue an updated NDC in 2025,
which spells out its voluntary actions towards transitioning away from fossil fuel and
improving energy-efficiency measures.

P FHIERBA B U H, HRA B 2025 H 3T NDC SIRT DHAT A= ],
foreH SHaTed S99 9 qR O 3R Sl g&rdT JURA & oy W Had 9ae T &
At the 30th edition of the Conference of Parties in Belem, Brazil, in November last year,
Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav said that India would announce the NDC by the
“year-end”.
IS v FdeR | Foid & 9ad H ST H13p TP U (CoP) & 304 TXHR0T H
qafaRT T3 YU ared = Fal ol fob YRd a9 & 3fd 9 NDC 1 SINol B

Current commitments

India’s current NDC, officially conveyed to the United Nations in August 2022, commits to the
following by 2030: having 50% of its capacity of installed electric power from non-fossil
sources; reducing the intensity of emissions per unit of GDP by 44%; and increasing its
carbon sink to at least 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent.

HIRd BT A NDC, foT&t AT 2022 H GG 1Y b1 1ABTRD FU J Hell 747 YT, 2030 dH
frofafad deat & fore ufdes §: et =ifra fagga & o1 50% TR-Siarzw wal 3 v
HRAT; U GDP 313 IS adl BT 44% TP HH HRAT; R 30 BT P B HH J HH
2.5 9 3 3RT & CO2 I aP FgH|

The Conference of Parties (CoP) is a body of nations that convenes annually to discuss
climate issues and proposals to transition their economies away from fossil fuel.

P36 3P YT (CoP) M &1 T AT g ot &R I Siaarg gei ofiR 30t srfogawrait
DI SHaTRA $89 I R & O & UA1d! IR ==t & fore Ushd g g

Currently, about 52% of India’s installed electricity capacity comes from non-fossil fuel
sources — a target achieved well before the deadline — though only about 25% of the power
generated is non-fossil.

I H, YR Bt R fSSTelt &dT o1 AT 52% AR-SHared s Al ¥ 37d1 g — I8
eI THg T ¥ Ugd & SR I foran T — gietifs I faroTelt 1 dhad T 259 g IR-
Sfarem B

These sources include solar, wind, hydropower, biomass, and nuclear power.

S Al & AR, UaH, Safagygd, SET, 3R U] SHelt M |

As of 2019, say official estimates, India had achieved an emissions intensity of 36% from
2005-2020.

MABTRSG SHM! & 3R, 2019 dF HRA 7 2005-2020 F SR 36% ISt dtgdl TRI
PR A i

A carbon sink of 1.97 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent had already been created from 2005 to
20109.

2005 ¥ 2019 & §1d 1.97 3RT T CO2 TG P BTE P Ugd 51 ST Il JabT T
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However, forest and tree cover accounts for about 24.6% of India’s geographical area as of
2021, which is higher than the 21% in 2005, but still less than the national policy goal of 33%.
BT, 2021 T HIRA P U & BT T 24.606 T 3R &l HTEBTE &, S 2005 F
21% ¥ 3 7, Al snft i g iftr & 33% dga Y FH 5

‘Strong resolve’

“In shaping India’s NDC for 2031-2035, the government has considered the outcomes of the
first Global Stocktake (GST), principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities
and Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC), and equity with a view to harmonize national
realities, developmental priorities, energy security and the need for greater ambition in climate
action, in line with the purpose and long-term goals of the Paris Agreement,” the
Environment Ministry said in a statement.

“2031-2035 & AT YRd & NDC &I R HR 1Y, WHR 7 Ugd Telgd Elhed (GST) &
g, AT afe fanfea Rrdeiar ik Jdfta &mart (CBDR-RC) & Rigid, 3R
A B A H 3@ §, T AP IRAfdpars, famrarere wrufismdrst, SHel gRam sk

TAATg HIRATS B I HeTHI&N BT SMaLIHdT &b 1Y Yga S1aT S o, St TR Fwgia
é?G?:szq‘r 3R SeHITa® Aedl & I §,” TR0l HATTd A 99 H dgll

Initiated in 2021, the GST assesses the world’s collective progress towards limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, concluding that nations are not on track.

2021 ¥ Y& fora1 AT GST A Ao gig @t 1.5 feil Sfcaa aw Tiftrg wa &t e o
iR &t ITfed U BT SfTdher Rl @, SR s Fesrerar 8 f 3= wgt amf R T8t 8
Several independent analysts have suggested that while India may meet its 2030 NDC
targets, it is not enough to keep the globe on a 1.5 degrees Celsius pathway.

s W [IZav! 3 I fean § i ot € URd 31U 2030 NDC T8I Y [T R T, Tg AfD
Ao $i 1.5 T2 AR & anf R s 9= & forg vt =81 5
Independent analysts said India was picking up the slack for developed countries.

Wi fa=ave®! A F51 fo URd fawfa 3= & &1t & W AR W1
India’s NDC target had come amid a “rollback of climate policies” and “unilateral trade
measures” by developed, rich countries, Vaibhav Chaturvedi, senior fellow, Council for
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), told The Hindu.

YRd &1 NDC T&d UY THY 3111 § OId A Rid, TH< o= gRT “Siaary -ifaay § s 3iR
“TH AR HTYR JURA" U 1 35 §, I8 91d CEEW P IR Bl dHT agdat 3 g
“It demonstrates a strong resolve to address transmission and land availability constraints
faced by the renewables sector.

T AdHUT &F GRT WHAT ST ST gt TR0 3R YA Iuerstrar arens &) g & & fag
TSIgd el &1 g1 3|
The 47% emissions intensity target shows that energy security and prices cannot be taken
for granted.”

47% IS ol BT AT I & [ Sl FREHT 3R B! B gob | g! fordl off gavdll”
“At a time when developed countries are backtracking on ambition, deepening their fossil fuel
entrenchment, and dragging the world towards military conflict, the signal from India shows
that Global South (developing country) leadership on climate ambition is concrete and real,”
Avantika Goswami, of the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), an influential think
tank, said in a statement.

S faepiRrd A= 3o AeaTbianal N ge W@ 8, Siared e W 3ot AiRdr 9g1 @ & 8k
e ) 3= Ty Bt 3R yhd T8 €, TN JHT | HRd o1 Tobd foxardr g fob weilaa |8y
(A= <=M) &1 Sfadrg Add 314 3R IRdfa® §,” WHIaRIe! fid ¢ CSE &1 Srdfapr
TMaTHt A 9919 J FeTl
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Cabinet approves revamped UDAN
scheme with changes in subsidy

ST—

NEW DELHI

In a significant policy shift,
the Centre has extended
the subsidy period for air-
lines on select Tier-2 and
Tier-3 routes from three to
five years, after a large
share of those routes fell
into disuse. The shift
comes under the modified
UDAN scheme, approved
by the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday with a total
outlay of 328,840 crore.

The subsidy will also
shift from a levy embedded
in airfares to direct funding
from the exchequer.

Out of the total 328,840
crore outlay for the modi-
fied UDAN scheme,
%10,043 crore is set aside
for a subsidy to support air-
lines flying on regional
routes over the next 10
years. A government offi-
cial explained that airlines
would receive subsidy sup-
port for specific routes for
five years at a stretch.

Under the earlier

~—

The revised scheme will also support airport operations and
maintenance at selected airports. FILE PHOTO

scheme design, these sub-
sidies were not funded by
the exchequer but through
a Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) levy built in-
to airfares on non-UDAN
routes.

Viability concerns

Subsidies  were  also
capped at three years to
push airlines towards self-
sustaining routes. Howev-
er, a Comptroller and Aud-
itor General (CAG) report
found that only 7% to 10%

of these routes had re-
mained viable beyond the
subsidy period. As of Fe-
bruary 2026, of the 663
routes launched under the
UDAN scheme since 2017,
327 routes had been dis-
continued, according to
data recently presented in
Parliament by Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Mu-
ralidhar Mohol.

The 28,840 crore out-
lay marks a nearly six-fold
jump in funding for UDAN.
At its launch in 2017, the

government had
marked 34,500 crore over
10 years, primarily to re-
vive unused airports.

Under the modified
UDAN announced on Wed-
nesday, 100 airports will be
redeveloped from unused
airstrips, with an outlay of
212,159 crore over eight
years, aimed at expanding
the regional aviation
network.

The revised scheme, ho-
wever, goes beyond infras-
tructure development to
also support airport opera-
tions and maintenance at
low traffic airports, capped
at ¥3.06 crore per airport
and 390 lakh per heliport
or water aerodrome, with
a total estimated cost of
32,577 crore covering
around 441 aerodromes.

In a push to improve
last-mile connectivity, par-
ticularly in remote and dif-
ficult terrains, the scheme
also proposes to develop
200 helipads, each costing
%15 crore, amounting to an
investment of 33,661 crore.

ear-

26Mar. Cabinet approves revamped UDAN scheme with changes in subsidy

Ffere 3 afrSt o Igara & [14 791 UDAN FieT HeR faran

¢ In a significant policy shift, the Centre has extended the subsidy period for airlines on select
Tier-2 and Tier-3 routes from three to five years, after a large share of those routes fell into
disuse.
TP Agayul i seama §, Fx 7 giier FaR-2 3R ER-3 Anif R Tararsd & o afsrst
3afer Y A1 I T TR U T R a1, Fiifes 39 AN b1 ST fea SruanT & gar |

e The shift comes under the modified UDAN scheme, approved by the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday with a total outlay of 328,840 crore.
Ig JCdrd GNRIA UDAN T & d8d 31T €, O §eaR &) S Sfaae 3 o 228,840
PRIS B AR & 1Y T T

e The subsidy will also shift from a levy embedded in airfares to direct funding from the
exchequer.
oSt +ft garg famre & =it dt & WY HIURIR @ GiET & ged |

e Out of the total 28,840 crore outlay for the modified UDAN scheme, 10,043 crore is set
aside for a subsidy to support airlines flying on regional routes over the next 10 years.

P 228,840 HRIS P AT T I FRNTT UDAN TISHT & foT 210,043 FRIS Afedral & faw
S[CTT T 718 ], ST 3ATA 10 a8 H &g ARIf R IS arell TuRers &1 99T Bt

o A government official explained that airlines would receive subsidy support for specific
routes for five years at a stretch.
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TH PR ARSRY 7 g fr warearsd & fa9y arf & e @aR u= auf 9o afeudt
FuYA e

Under the earlier scheme design, these subsidies were not funded by the exchequer but
through a Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) levy built into airfares on non-UDAN
routes.

Ugd &1 Ao |, T il BIVRIR ¥ s gl ot ot off sfcds TR-UDAN AT 1R gars fopeme
o znfire &g Jud gieEn (Res) Adt & mremy § & ot off|

Viability concerns

Srdfierar wee ffamd

Subsidies were also capped at three years to push airlines towards self-sustaining routes.
et & oft 7 e g Hiftrd fosan man ar arfes waRarg W-fAR arTf ot 3k 561
However, a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report found that only 7% to 10% of
these routes had remained viable beyond the subsidy period.

BT, T aaTusier® R fFraae (cac) Rayd o uran mar fa g7 At § dhadt 7% ¥ 10% &
oSt 3rafy & a1 +ft Hriie 4 38|

As of February 2026, of the 663 routes launched under the UDAN scheme since 2017, 327
routes had been discontinued, according to data recently presented in Parliament by
Minister of State for Civil Aviation Muralidhar Mohol.

R 2026 T, 2017 ¥ UDAN TISHT & ded ai-d [T T 663 AN # ¥ 327 AT & 8 g&
3, ST % B1at &) Hf Te o ey WAl AR IR qRelteR Ml gR1 URdd st § adm
T

The %28,840 crore outlay marks a nearly six-fold jump in funding for UDAN.

208,840 FRIS B AR UDAN F RTT BT & 1T B8 1 I BT e 2

At its launch in 2017, the government had earmarked %4,500 crore over 10 years, primarily to
revive unused airports.

2017 ¥ @1 & JHY, TWHR 7 10 I | 24,500 FRIs Fuild fort 8, ey 9 F sruanft garg
gl & geiifad F=a & forl

Under the modified UDAN announced on Wednesday, 100 airports will be redeveloped from
unused airstrips, with an outlay of 12,159 crore over eight years, aimed at expanding the
regional aviation network.

UAR P! G GRNTUT UDAN & d8d, 100 §ATS gl DI SUANT g8 ufgal 9 g fawiRid
fopam e, Forgs 3iie auf & 212,159 BRI B AR &1 Uay™ g, e Seg &g fam=
Aead HT fIWR HAT 5

The revised scheme, however, goes beyond infrastructure development to also support
airport operations and maintenance at low traffic airports, capped at ¥3.06 crore per
airport and %90 lakh per heliport or water aerodrome, with a total estimated cost of 32,577
crore covering around 441 aerodromes.

BT, GRS TS Had g3pTReaRR AP g Wfd T8t § dfes &1 a1arard ard garg
S W gaTE SrgT HaTerd SR TERETd b1 wHeA o B B, O Ul gar orgT 23.06 B
3R ufa eferdid o1 et gaTs 3rgT 290 T ao i v man 8, foret $a srATd anra
32,577 FRIS § AR TIYT 441 TS 3! Bl HaR Fat ol

In a push to improve last-mile connectivity, particularly in remote and difficult terrains, the
scheme also proposes to develop 200 helipads, each costing %15 crore, amounting to an
investment of ¥3,661 crore.

sifow M FAfFefad & guRA & T ¥, faRy 0 ¥ gRe3 3R B3 it &, derr
%%%%Sﬁgﬁg%ﬁWWlﬁmm‘cﬁ%, TAS B AN 15 BRIS, Sl Hdl 3,661 BIS B
IR ¢
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What is at stake at the WTOQ’s MC14?

What is the context in which MCH4 is taking place? What has weakened the WTO' dispute settlement system? What are the key issues before MC14? Why is the

e-commerce moratorium contentious? What role should India play at MC14?

EXPLAINER

Prabhash Ranjan

The story so far:
he World Trade Organization’s
(WTO) 14th Ministerial
Conference (MCl4) will take
place from March 26 to 29 at
YYaoundé, Cameroon. The conference is
the WTO’s highest decision-making body
and generally meets once every two
years. It is empowered to make all
decisions on WTO law and to chart a path
for the organisation’s future work.

What is the context in which MC14 is
taking place?

MC14 is taking place amid rising
geopolitical rivalry between the U.S. and
China, ongoing global conflicts, and the
mounting securitisation of international
trade relations. Furthermore, trade
multilateralism appears to be in retreat,
while unilateralism is on the rise. The U.S.
has, over the last year, launched a massive
assault on trade multilateralism by
weaponising tariffs. Arbitrary tariff
impositions by the U.S. grossly violate the
cardinal rules that underpin the WTO,
namely the most favoured nation (MFN)
rule, which epitomises
non-discrimination, and the obligation
not to impose tariffs beyond bound rates.
The U.S. has also begun signing new,
one-sided trade agreements with
countries through tariff coercion.

Why is trade multilateralism reeling
under a crisis?
There is a growing belief in Washington
that the WTO, which the U.S. was
instrumental in creating in 1995, has not
served American interests well. The
meteoric rise of China in the last two
decades has significantly narrowed the
gap between Washington and Beijing.
Moreover, China’s accession to the WTO,
which the U.S. facilitated, has not had the
desired impact of disciplining Beijing’s
state-led industrial policies.
Consequently, the U.S. now wants to

eliminate all legal constraints that apply to
it, such as WTO law, to take on the
Chinese threat head-on. For this reason,
the U.S. paralysed the WTO’s dispute
settlement system by relentlessly blocking
the appointment of members to the

GETTY IMAGES.

than all WTO members. These are
typically included in Annex 4 of the WTO
treaty. Plurilateral agreements bind only
the signatories. However, for inclusion in
Annex 4, such agreements must be
approved by consensus among all WTO

llate Body — the

highest judicial arm.
Another key reason for the crisis is the

WTO’s inability to draft new trade rules
due to consensus-based decision-making.
Over the past three decades, the WTO has
created only two new agreements: the
Trade Facilitation Agreement and the
Agr on Fisheries idies. The
sluggishness in forming new trade rules
has pushed countries to seek new venues
for trade law-making, such as free trade
agreements (FTAs).

What are the key issues in MC14?

A fundamental issue at MC14 is whether
plurilateral agreements, such as the
Investment Facilitation for Development,
endorsed by over 120 countries, and the
Agreement on Electronic Commerce,
should be incorporated into the WTO
rulebook.

Although the WTO is a multilateral
organisation, it allows plurilateral trade
agreements — agreements between fewer

Given the difficulty of achieving
consensus, many countries believe that
plurilateral agreements are the way
forward to reinvigorate the WTO’s
legislative function. On the other hand, a
few countries, such as India, argue that
inaugurating the plurilateral rule-making
door would open a Pandora’s box and
lead to the fragmentation of the system. It
will be riveting to see whether countries
can break this logjam at MC14.

Another key issue is the WTO’s
e-commerce moratorium. First agreed in
1998 and renewed every two years, this
agreement among WTO member
countries not to impose tariffs on
electronic transmissions has benefited
digital trade. This moratorium is set to
expire on March 31. While the developed
world wants it to be made permanent, the
choice is not so easy for developing
countries like India. Given the rise in
digital trade, continuing the moratorium
could lead to significant revenue losses for

26Mar. What is at stake at the WTO’s MC14?
WTO &t MC14 ¥ 1 &id U3 1T 82

developing countries.

The 166 WTO member countries
meeting in Cameroon are also expected to
deliberate on issues of special and
differential treatment (SDT) for
developing and least developed countries
(LDCs). SDT, part of the ‘WTO reforms’,
recognises that, since not all WTO
members are on an equal footing, special
rights shall be conferred on developing
countries and LDCs. The U.S. is keen to
weaken the SDT principle by prohibiting
larger economies, such as China, India,
Brazil, and Indonesia, from enjoying
special rights.

On dispute settlement reforms, it is
critical to unequivocally demand the
restoration of the Appellate Body to put
the WTO’s dispute settlement system back
on track.

The U.S. is also expected to use MCI4 to
challenge foundational WTO principles,
such as the MFN rule. Developing
countries that benefit from these
principles should strongly oppose such
efforts.

What should be India’s role?

India, which has always maintained its
support for trade multilateralism, needs
to walk the talk. It should regain its role as
the normative leader for the third world
by using the MCH4 to articulate the
importance of multilateralism and to
forge alliances with other developing
countries.

To do so, New Delhi should not shy
away from re-visiting its deeply
entrenched positions, such as opposing
plurilateral agreements. India, along with
other countries, should also consider
other innovative solutions, such as
electing Appellate Body members through
voting. If MC14 fails to strengthen the
'WTO and promote trade multilateralism,
it will represent a victory for America’s
blatant unilateralism and its effort to
establish a new global trade order rooted
in coercion. This will be detrimental to
the developing world.

(Prabhash Ranjan is a Professor and Vice
Dean (Research), Jindal Global Law School.
Views are personal)

The World Trade Organization’s (WTO) 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14)
fay SR e BT 14491 HAER
The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) will take place from March 26 to 29 at Yaoundé,

Cameroon.

1491 WA T 26 A 29 AT a6 FH & q13iis & smford g
It is the WTQO’s highest decision-making body and meets once every two years.
Ig Ssgcisfl o1 gate fofa a9 arar e g ok gv &t 9 ¥ 9o axar gl

It is empowered to make decisions on WTO law and set the organisation’s future agenda.

T3 SIS B W fofa 8 SR e ot ufasy #t fa=m au w39 &1 fieR 31

What is the context in which MC14 is taking place?

T4 fPa ded A gt e 82

MC14 is happening amid U.S.-China rivalry, global conflicts, and securitisation of trade.

T4 3ANT-HA ufagfEar, 3fye Jud ok samuR & A=fierur & S gl w8 |

Trade multilateralism is in retreat, while unilateralism is rising.

TEUENT IR AR FHR §1 1 § TP THaRWIATE 9 V6T 8|
The U.S. has weaponised tariffs, undermining trade multilateralism.

3R 7 RNE FI gUR & ¥ A sxauTa fHar 81

Arbitrary tariffs violate MFN rule (non-discrimination) and bound tariff limits.

7 R

Taifie g Y Risia iR Frufia 2RE W &1 Iecws F=ad )

THE GIST

v

MC14 takes place amid rising
U.S.-China rivalry, global
conflicts, and the retreat of
trade multilateralism, with
unilateralism and tariff
coercion on the rise.

v

Key issues include plurilateral
agreements, the e-commerce
moratorium, SDT, and
restoring the Appellate Body,
with developing countries
seeking to protect the WTO
system.
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The U.S. is signing one-sided trade agreements using tariff coercion.

3MAR®T SaTd STADR THAIBT ATIR FHSA F3 6T 8

Why is trade multilateralism reeling under a crisis?

TgUeiy AR e | w4l 82

The U.S. believes WTO has not served its interests well.

AT AT § for Seegdial 3 U feal 3t vam =gt a1

China’s rise has narrowed the gap with the U.S..

I & 3T 7 SANST & ATY AR HH B a1 8

China’s WTO entry did not discipline its state-led industrial policies.

I BT SgLI3N Yewadl 39 Ieg-Fafia shenfire et & Fafa 98t o) Tt
The U.S. wants to remove legal constraints like WTO law to counter China.

3T HH | e & T swgdlet B SR ST afdey gem argdr 21

It paralysed the dispute settlement system by blocking Appellate Body appointments.
I+ ordie frra o fgfeaar Ape faare fAuer yummeht #1 3u 3= fean|

WTO’s consensus-based decision-making makes new rule-making difficult.
S&gelel ot gdwwta muTia womelt 7T | s & qrer g 7

In three decades, only two agreements were made: Trade Facilitation Agreement and
Fisheries Subsidies Agreement.

d1F T2l § Fad o THEd 99 SR JlaeT THehdr 3R Ioy dfos! Jagidr|

Slow rule-making has pushed countries towards Free Trade Agreements (FTAS).

¢t Ufehar % RN I Yo SUTYR FHSIG! 1 3R 96 W) T

What are the key issues in MC14?

TIRiN14 & TG Ye, 1 872

A key issue is whether plurilateral agreements like Investment Facilitation for
Development and E-commerce Agreement should be included in the WTO rulebook.

T 4E] 9% © o agueiia A sra gwsia O e giyur gwsiarn ok §-eiad awshar

Seegcten faat o =nfire fasan S 4 =15

These agreements are supported by 120+ countries.

S Ul B 120 | SAfRP A=W H1 w9 U 71

WTO allows plurilateral agreements among fewer members.

seegcis Wit it & ot gweia @t egafa TaT R

Such agreements are included in Annex 4 and bind only signatories.

Y TS TART 4 T i 81 § 3R $ad gETeR B arat 4 )R A eid 8
Inclusion in Annex 4 requires consensus of all members.

T3 QA B & o Wt wewl 9 wegafa omawas il ¢l

Many countries see plurilateral deals as a way to revive WTO rule-making.
s 0¥ 3¢ Swgdlen @t Hify fFfor uftear &Y gesiifaa @3 &1 adier ara 2
Countries like India oppose them, fearing fragmentation of the system.

YR O G ST faR1Y Fva § I SO T & fawie< d1@avT 8|

The ability to break this deadlock will be crucial at MC14.

X TfARIY DI AT T &) Ihadl & e Agayul g

Another issue is the e-commerce moratorium (no tariffs on electronic transmissions).
TR e §-P1Hd ARCTH B, forad f3fed a9-37 R &R 78} e S|
First agreed in 1998 and renewed every two years.

Ig 1998 T YR g3HT 3R &R &t |1 H Fa-1ghd giar gl

It is set to expire on March 31.

I8 31 AT & I g9 aTel B

Developed countries want it permanent, while developing countries fear revenue loss.

o fid 32 3 WIRA 99T 9T8d @, Siaie fasraeiie <wr Irera g1+ ¥ fifaa €1
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e Another issue is Special and Differential Treatment (SDT) for developing countries and
LDCs.
T 3 e faRiw ofR 3renT suaeR @ of fisraeiiar 3k & faeRia =it &) far Sar 1
e SDT gives special rights recognising unequal development levels.
Ig faRiy SifUrpR yer™ Fear § Fife gt <=1 I0H TR W 78 B
e The U.S. wants to weaken SDT for large economies like India, China, Brazil, Indonesia.
SMRPT HRA, I, STeita, TSR O M & Y 59 AR BT HHSIR BT A6 & |
e Another issue is dispute settlement reform, especially restoring the Appellate Body.
TH 3 e faare Juram yomelt # JUR R rfta fAema 5t 9grell 8|
e The U.S. may challenge core WTO principles like MFN.
3mfRveT watfe srgge w1y Risia o g Rigidl o1 gl & gl 5
e Developing countries should oppose such attempts strongly.

fara=ita ¢ o WY vl 1 ST faRiy A1 A1feu|

What should be India’s role?

HRA & YfAPT &1 g A1feg?

¢ India should reaffirm its support for trade multilateralism.
YRA & IgUeita ATIR HATRIT & AT &) Aoiqgd H1 A1l

e It should act as a leader of the developing world.
Y fasTaxita 3= &1 Aqa®dt a1 aiigu|

¢ India should build alliances with other developing countries.
HRA B 3 fawmTasiia T2 & 1Y WTerR) 991+ A1fu|

o |t should reconsider rigid posmons like opposing plurilateral agreements.
YR ! 9gueita Tushal & faR1Y 99 R 9 WR [HidTR &A1 91T

e Countries may consider innovative solutions like voting for Appellate Body members.
3 A IUTT SR TaeH gRT Fgfad W AR aR 9@ §|

e Failure of MC14 would strengthen U.S. unilateralism and coercive trade order.
T4 B! fAwaar § MRPT #T Tharwrarg SN Sa1d MUTRd SITUR SqawIT Aoigd gif |

e This would harm the developing world.

P JHA BT

26Mar. RBI scraps treasury bill sale to
support banking liquidity

IRASE A AP R B ST T F Riw
oo} foa fasnt ¥ &1

e The government had planned to raise %350 billion
($3.72 billion) through the sale of 91-day, 182-day and 364-
day treasury bills, but the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) did
not accept any bids.

RBI scraps treasury bill sale WHR 7 91-f&, 182-7 3R 364-f371 & ot farcli bt forep

to support bankln li UIdl & HIEH T 3350 3‘R_®I'.($3.72 3R) Y[ 3 B! AT §78 o, .
2 BQUICHLY S wircha feord & (R 3 ol 0 dich i

India’s central bank rejected all bids at a treasury {5y

bill auction on Wednesday, its first such move in he | . dtob he liquidi

13 months, in a step expected to support banking * The latest move is expected to boost the liquidity

system liquidity ahead of the financial year-end ~ SUrPIUs by ¥350 billion.

on March 31. The government had planned to g TadH HeH 2350 3RT ad averdl U & dgH DI

raise ¥350 billion ($3.72 billion) through the sale I B

of 91-day, 182-day and 364-day treasury bills, but

the Reserve Bank of India did not accept any

bids. The latest move is expected to boost the

liquidity surplus by 350 billion. reuters
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MOoPNG issues directions to
strengthen natural gas infra

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG)
has instituted reforms to
ease provisions towards ex-
panding piped gas net-
work — both domestic and
commercial. Late on Tues-
day, the government in-
voked the Essential Com-
modities  Act  (ECA),
seeking to accelerate the
push for piped natural gas.

The Ministry stressed

that the reforms were
aimed at “addressing de-
lays in approvals and ac-
cess to land, and enabling
faster development of nat-
ural gas infrastructure, in-
cluding in residential
areas”, alongside institut-
ing an investor-friendly
network and improving
last-mile connectivity.

The gazette notification
underlines that in housing
areas, the relevant entities
would have to grant neces-
sary permission to “lay,

build or expand” a pipe-
line within three days of re-
ceiving an application.
Further, they would have
48 hours to accord appro-
vals for last-mile
connectivity.

In public areas that are
not housing areas, the ga-
zette clarifies that if the en-
tity concerned neither re-
jects nor grants permission
for laying of pipelines with-
in the stipulated timelines,
the application would be
“deemed approved”.

26Mar. MoPNG issues directions to
strengthen natural gas infra

MoPNG 3 T 3G B
Helqd - P forg fadwr et i

e The Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (MoPNG) has instituted reforms to
ease provisions towards expanding piped gas
networks — both domestic and commercial.

T HATAT (MoPNG) A
T 3R TS S & o urgts A Aead
& fawaR gq WAyl &I 3 991 & e guR
] fepu B

e Late on Tuesday, the government
invoked the Essential Commodities Act

(ECA), seeking to accelerate the push for piped natural gas.
TR R A, WHR 7 ATaRGS a%] AfAaw (ECA) & ar] far, arfes urges wiefas g
& faRdR I oW foba ST A |

e The Ministry stressed that the reforms were aimed at “addressing delays in approvals and
access to land, and enabling faster development of natural gas infrastructure, including in
residential areas”, alongside instituting an investor-friendly network and improving last-mile
connectivity.

HATETd A iR {31 fb T gur

T 8 DI R B AT AR &

fed TIpfaed T SaERTHT & df [IHN &I & S & 1T §, 91 8 U Fawre-srgga
Aead R HA 3R TRE-ATSH HATGeiad & JURA & fog o |1

e The gazette notification underlines that in housing areas, the relevant entities would have to
grant necessary permission to “lay, build or expand” a pipeline within three days of receiving
an application.

NEEE]

o g1 a1 ¢ [ 3marfiy &7t & Yefdd sh1sal Y Mg Uid 814 & o1 faat

& iR urguarzq “fasm, i a1 fadre @ srawae srnfa 3 gt

e Further, they would have 48 hours to accord approvals for last-mile connectivity.

3D SHATA], I7d UM ARC-UTGA HATGefdc] B Tl ¢ o o 48 € il

e In public areas that are not housing areas, the gazette clarifies that if the entity concerned
neither rejects nor grants permission for laying of pipelines within the stipulated timelines, the

application would be “deemed approved”.

TR-3MAT Jrasi—e aaf

T, 0T WY PRl ¢ fob afe Gafda goprs Huiia gw Har & iR

YA faBM @t oAl 7 @ SRASR HRA § R A TR 7, A 3 Bl wadt: Wi A
el

FM defends Centre’s right to levy
cess, says Constitution allows it

The Hindu Bureau

She was replying to the

26Mar. FM defends Centre’s right to
levy cess, says Constitution allows it

faFAdsF U T &
SMfUPR BT ga1g fHar, Har dAfau™=

S A T 8

NEW DELHI Lok Sabha debate on the

Finance Bill 2026, which
Finance Minister Nirmala was passed on Tuesday fol-
Sitharaman on Wednesday lowing the conclusion of (] However, she added that over the last
emphatically reiterated the her speech. six years, the government had spent 105% of
Centre’s right to collect “The Constitution mak- hat it had llected the States th h
cesses and surcharges, say- ers knew what they are do- whnat It had collected on the states tnhroug

ing the Constitution al-
lowed it and the Centre

ing, and we all pay respects
to them,” she said, in res-

cesses and surcharges.

gIdife, 311 Pel fob DA 38 auf § WHR A

would continue to use the  Nirmala Sitharaman ponse to comments by sev- .

provision. eral MPs aboutthe Centre’s I} TR I T BT 105% T (T § Off T
However, she added it had collected through levy of cesses and sur-

that over the last six years, cesses and surcharges. charges that are not part of JUD Gﬁ? 3‘[&[ YR 37 HIH _a 'CeF) Elﬁ “’-ﬁ I

the government had spent  That s, its spending hasex-  the divisible pool that is o i ; ;

on the States 105% of what  ceeded its collections. shareable with the States. e Thatis, its Spendmg has exceeded its

collections.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

31uid, IYPT T ITB! I F b wT R

e She was replying to the Lok Sabha debate on the Finance Bill 2026, which was passed on
Tuesday following the conclusion of her speech.

I8 WHIHT A fad fa9us® 2026 UR 989 &1 Ta19 < B!, fSR— 396 UV & JHUH & &1
HITAaR &1 uTid fasar |

GS Paper 111 S&T,

TOPICS COVERED |26 March 2026
26Mar | Database of psychiatric disord%rs launched
A [AeRI @1 Seew - forar

26Mar | Antiprotons take a ride in novel test by CERN scientists

TdUielq A CERN AFI®1 & -1¢ usieor § ot wart

26Mar | QUIZ

26Mar | What is mineral water and how does it naturally contain dissolved
minerals?

e arex 1 § iR 39H ga Wi Wiepfae ©u 3 &9 8ld 872

26Mar. Database of psychiatric disorders
launched

AAIATI-S fABRI &1 Serdd ar-d forar

e CALM-Brain, the country’s first-of-its-kind digital
repository on brain structure and psychiatric
disorders, was launched in Bengaluru on Wednesday

CALM-Brain, S Af&Ts® AT 3R
TR 3 BT 3T TRE BT Uge FERIed WS 8, gHaR Pl

Database of psychiatric e H i o -
. e It was developed by researchers at the Rohini
dlSOI'derS lalHlChed Nilekani Centre for Brain and Mind, a partnership

0 A e between the National Institute of Mental Health and
CALM-Brain, the country’s first-of-its-kind digital . :
repository on brain structure and psychiatric Neurosciences (NIMHANS) and the National Centre for

disorders, was launched in Bengaluru on Biological Sciences (NCBS) - TIFR.

Wednesdz’iy. It was developed by researchers at 3 Aot Fierep ol Hex R 99 ¢S A15s ;% RUCEEIE]
the Rohini Nilekani Centre for Brainand Mind,a  gRT f3esfRyd fvam mar, st Awier s¥teye arrcﬁﬁ'za%w

partnership between the National Institute of m AT T
Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS) t{:c',' (NIMHANS) @T wR

and the National Centre for Biological Sciences CIEIIEER !Ilsilil (NCBS) - TIFR & o Ellélalfl %l

(NCBS) - TIFR. Compiled from Indian patient e Compiled from Indian patient data, CALM-Brain
data, CALM-Brain will be made open source. will be made open source.

YR AT & ST T Thferd CALM-Brain &1 U9
TRE ST S|
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Antiprotons
take aride in
novel test by
CERN scientists

Associated Press

cientists in Geneva took some

antiprotons out for a spin — a very

delicate one — in a truck, ina
never-tried-before test drive that has been
deemed a success.

If this so-called antimatter came into
contact with actual matter, even for a
fraction of an instant, it would have been
annihilated in a quick flash of energy. So
experts at the European Organization for
Nuclear Research, known as CERN, over
the course of four hours on Tuesday,
brought about 100 antiprotons on the
road. The antiprotons were suspended in
a vacuum inside a specially designed box
and held in place by supercooled
magnets. After easing them from the lab
and onto the truck, the scientists
transported the antimatter on a half-hour
drive to test how the infinitesimal
particles could be transported by road
without seeping out. The antiprotons
were then taken back to the lab in the
final stage that concluded with applause
and a bottle of champagne.

For every type of particle that
exists in the universe, there is a
corresponding antiparticle, with
an opposite charge. Manipulating
antimatter, like antiprotons, can
be tricky business

CERN spokesperson Sophie Tesauri
called the experiment successful. It was
not immediately clear how many
antiprotons had survived the entire
journey, but roughly 91 of 100 were still
there after the truck’s trip.

Manipulating antimatter, like
antiprotons, can be tricky business. As
scientists understand the universe today,
for every type of particle that exists, there
is a corresponding antiparticle, exactly
matching the particle but with an
opposite charge. If those opposites come
into contact, they “annihilate” each other,
setting off lots of energy, depending on
the masses involved. Any bumps in the
road on the test journey that are not
compensated for by the

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

specially-designed box could spoil the
whole exercise. “The motivation behind
these experiments is to compare matter
and antimatter with extremely high
accuracy and watch for differences which
we might have not seen yet,” said Stefan
Ulmer, the leader and spokesperson for
Tuesday’s experiment.

The experiment was a first step toward
making good on hopes, one day, to
deliver CERN antiprotons to researchers
at Heinrich Heine University in
Diisseldorf, Germany, which is about
eight hours away in normal driving
conditions. The antiprotons were encased
in a 1,000-kg box called a transportable
antiproton trap. It was compact enough
to fit through ordinary laboratory doors
and fit on a truck. It used
superconducting magnets cooled to
-269°C that allowed the antiprotons to
remain suspended in a vacuum — not
touching the inner walls, which are made
of matter. The mass in the test — slightly
less than that of about 100 hydrogen
atoms — is so little, experts say, that the
worst possible outcome was the loss of
the antiprotons. Even if they did touch
matter, any release of energy would be
unnoticeable. Only an oscilloscope, which
picks up electrical signals, would have
been able to detect it. The trap, says Ms.
Tesauri, “is supposed to contain these
antiprotons no matter what: if the truck
stops, if it starts again, if it has to slam on
the brakes — all that”.

Work remains: the trap can contain the
antiprotons on its own for only about four
hours, and the drive to Diisseldorfis
twice that.

26Mar. Antiprotons
take aride in novel test
by CERN scientists

Tder 3 CERN
Ayl & ¢ gdteor A
ol garst

e Scientists in Geneva
took some antiprotons out
for a spin — a very delicate
one —in atruck, in a never-
tried-before test drive that
has been deemed a
success.
a1 & a9t A
antiprotons ﬁ@@ﬁaﬁ
AP TGO AT WR o
ST — U U1 W& Sl ugd
Pt Y o Tram T SR o
e HHT AT B

e |If this so-called
antimatter came into
contact with actual matter,
even for a fraction of an
instant, it would have been
annihilated in a quick flash
of energy.

gfe Ig dUTHIId antimatter

qrdfa® gerd & Tuds H 37T,
Y Bl Uh &0 & 3= & forg, at
g qRd Soll B gHS & 1Y

AR IGH

e So experts at the
European Organization for
Nuclear Research, known
as CERN, over the course of
four hours on Tuesday,
brought about 100
antiprotons on the road.

BRI European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) & fa=Ivsl A H@aR @l IR
U P SR ATHT 100 antiprotons B TS R & ST
e The antiprotons were suspended in a vacuum inside a specially designed box and held
in place by supercooled magnets.

antiprotons Ca Th

AARIF 38 YIB! gRT RRR 371 T4
e After easing them from the lab and onto the truck, the scientists transported the

antimatter on a half-hour drive to test how the infinitesimal particles could be

transported by road without seeping out.

TRINTRITA § b IR I & §1q, ax-eb! = MY 6 P AT H antimatter BT A STHR Tg TIE0T
foan {5 7 orid Y Uil &1 foT RuTa & TS& gRT By o oI off el g |

e The antiprotons were then taken back to the lab in the final stage that concluded with
applause and a bottle of champagne.

Ry = u § fEomga foru U afeq & dagy & iR Fafad @ mn sik
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P 91 3ifdH TR H antiprotons 1 AT TANTRITAT AT T, ST arferal 3R A0 & 1y
HHTW g3l

CERN spokesperson Sophie Tesauri called the experiment successful.

CERN &! Udadl Sophie Tesauri = 39 WA &I 9% d a1

It was not immediately clear how many antiprotons had survived the entire journey, but
roughly 91 of 100 were still there after the truck’s trip.

g qXd WP ! U1 {3 fa antiprotons T3 a1 & & Y5, Widh-T @IHT 100 H A 91 TH AT &
1 Hi9g U1

Manipulating antimatter, like antiprotons, can be tricky business.

antiprotons S antimatter ﬁﬁwﬁamwaﬁmmﬁam%

As scientists understand the universe today, for every type of particle that exists, there
is a corresponding antiparticle, exactly matching the particle but with an opposite
charge.

D! BT AHM I & IR, TAP HUT & 118 U Ta wfauerd ot grar g, i w69
BT & AfpT ITbT 3w fAwdia S 1

If those opposites come into contact, they “annihilate” each other, setting off lots of
energy, depending on the masses involved.

e 3 fYusid Bur IuSh H 31 §, A1 A Th-G8R P! Y IR <l ¢ IR 3qH WA Goad = &
3TIR Sl el Bl &

Any bumps in the road on the test journey that are not compensated for by the
specially-designed box could spoil the whole exercise.

TSe01 I &b SR TS & bt off Sedp, o faxiw sfey g1 Tgferd et fvan mn 81, @
TN 1 WIS R GHd ¢ |

“The motivation behind these experiments is to compare matter and antimatter with
extremely high accuracy and watch for differences which we might have not seen yet,”
said Stefan Ulmer, the leader and spokesperson for Tuesday’s experiment.
HTAIR & 9 TN & =T Stefan Ulmer 3 8T fob 377 ya1T &1 3539 ety 3R ufauersf #1
SRIF TS AT HRAT 3R I 3R B @1 § org onft I 78T < T g

The experiment was a first step toward making good on hopes, one day, to deliver
CERN antiprotons to researchers at Heinrich Heine University in Disseldorf, Germany,
which is about eight hours away in normal driving conditions.

g YN Yoy § CERN antiprotons P SH & Heinrich Heine University, Disseldorf d&®
Ugam &1 fo=m & ugan ey ot S wrrg aRfufadl & @y oime e & gl ;R B

The antiprotons were encased in a 1,000-kg box called a transportable antiproton trap.
antiprotons Bl 1,000 mumévwa”mﬁr@wm transportable antiproton trap gl
EIGIE

It was compact enough to fit through ordinary laboratory doors and fit on a truck.

g 3T HiHae AT b ATHT YARTRITC & GraTol ¥ ToR ¥dh 3R ¢ TR @1 off o |

It used superconducting magnets cooled to -269°C that allowed the antiprotons to
remain suspended in a vacuum — not touching the inner walls, which are made of
matter.

gﬁ'ﬁf -269°C Wﬁmﬂq superconducting magnets mewﬁﬂﬁamiprotons
IRy § FAdfad I8 3R sieR &t SRt &1 gl ga

The mass in the test — slightly less than that of about 100 hydrogen atoms —is so
little, experts say, that the worst possible outcome was the loss of the antiprotons.

Y U101 T GO — TRTHIT 100 BTES TSI URHTULSAT & AT HH — 31 HY o fob Fad
W1 TR Had antiprotons &1 @l ST &1 HdbdT AT

Even if they did touch matter, any release of energy would be unnoticeable.

gfe 3 el & Tudh # 31d i, @ Sl BT I A0 gl

Only an oscilloscope, which picks up electrical signals, would have been able to detect

It.
WWoscilloscope, \_rﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁmﬁqm% ﬁsﬁww YTl

The trap, says Ms. Tesauri, “is supposed to contain these antiprotons no matter what:
if the truck stops, if it starts again, if it has to slam on the brakes — all that”.
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T Tesauri & 3IR, g ¢4 felt off RUTT & antiprotons @Y GRféra va=t & fog = ma
§ — IR TH ¥, IA T A S AT

e Work remains: the trap can contain the antiprotons on its own for only about four
hours, and the drive to Dusseldorf is twice that.

3 ft BT STt 8: T8 U Had TIHT AR e dF antiprotons B JRI& 39 ThdT &, TIafdh
Dusseldorf T P! AT ST GRAT HHY ! §1

Answers to'lf;Iarch 19 quiz: 26Mar. QUIZ

1. Minimum amount of fissile material for a
chain reaction - Ans: Critical mass

2. Method used to eliminate mosquitoes’
breeding grounds - Ans: Drain the swamp

Critical Mass (Minimum Amount of Fissile Material)

3. When too much NaCl in soil dehydrates e  Critical mass is the minimum amount of fissile
plants - Ans: Salting the earth material required to sustain a self-maintaining nuclear
4. Name for assets that threaten the health of chain reaction.

institutions - Ans: Toxins

5. Temperature point when an environment is
ready to combust - Ans: Flashpoint

Visual: Runaway

e |t represents the threshold at which the number of
neutrons produced during fission equals the number of
neutrons lost through escape or absorption, allowing the
reaction to continue steadily

First contact
Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | Soumit
Chakraborty | Anmel Agrawal | Malik Mohd. Amir

Method to Eliminate Mosquitoes’ Breeding Grounds —
Drain the Swamp

e Draining the swamp refers to the removal of
stagnant water sources where mosquitoes lay eggs and larvae develop.
o Mosquitoes require standing water for breeding, and eliminating such habitats disrupts their
life cycle.

e Mosquitoes undergo four stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult, with the first three stages
occurring in water.

¢ When stagnant water is drained or removed, larvae cannot survive, breaking the transmission
cycle.

Salting the Earth (Effect of Excess NaCl in Soil)

e Salting the earth refers to the condition where excess sodium chloride (NaCl) accumulates
in soil, making it unsuitable for plant growth.

¢ High salinity increases the osmotic pressure of soil water, preventing plant roots from
absorbing sufficient water.

Toxins (Assets that Threaten the Health of Institutions)

e Toxins, in an institutional context, refer to harmful elements or assets that weaken the
functioning, integrity, and sustainability of organizations.

e Institutional toxins include corruption, lack of transparency, inefficiency, nepotism, and misuse
of authority.

e These factors reduce trust and accountability within organizations.

Flashpoint (Temperature at which Environment is Ready to Combust)

e Flashpoint is the lowest temperature at which a substance produces enough vapour to
ignite in the presence of an external ignition source such as a spark or flame.

e ltis a key parameter in fire safety and is widely used in chemical science, petroleum studies,
and industrial safety standards to classify flammable and combustible materials.
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What is mineral water and how does it
naturally contain dissolved minerals?

Mineral water comes from a protected underground reservoir and retains the natural minerals it has acquired from geological processes over years,

decades or even centuries; in India, tap water is drawn from rivers and borewells and disinfected with residual chlorine

Vasudevan Mukunth

illions of people around the
world drink mineral water
every day because their tap
water is unsafe or because

they prefer the taste. It’s packed with
naturally occurring minerals that support
bone and muscle health and governments
and health organisations promote it as a
clean, reliable source of hydration.

‘What is mineral water?

Mineral water is water that naturally
contains dissolved minerals and trace
elements. It comes from a protected
underground reservoir, like a spring or
aquifer, and has a specific composition of
minerals. Unlike ordinary tap water,
which treatment plants produce by
filtering and purifying water drawn from
rivers or groundwater, mineral water
retains the natural minerals it has
acquired from geological processes it has
been a part of over years, decades or even
centuries.

As rainwater and snowmelt slowly
percolate through layers of limestone,
granite, sandstone or volcanic basalt, the
minerals from the surrounding rocks
dissolve in the water, and the differences
in pressure underground push this
enriched water back towards the surface,
where it emerges as a spring or collects in
a subterranean reservoir. Producers then
drill wells or tap natural springs and flow
the water into containers, using pumps if
required.

How is mineral water regulated?

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and the European Parliament and
the Council both have regulations that
stipulate that mineral water must come
from a geologically stable source, which
producers must undertake to protect; that
separate batches of the same water must
have the same profile of minerals; and
that producers must not chemically treat
it to alter its mineral composition.

_ InIndia, the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) and the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS) stipulate that
natural mineral water must come from
underground sources such as natural
springs and borewells, must be protected
by various formations that ensure the
water is free from pollution, and should
ideally be collected in conditions that
guarantee the original bacteriological and
chemical composition.

Asin the U.S. and the EU, the BIS
standard IS 13428 requires the water’s
TDS and the relative proportions of
various minerals to be stable over time
and across producers’ batches. Producers
are also prohibited from treating the
water to change its mineral composition,
and instead are only allowed to filter or
decant it, aerate it, and sterilise it.
Chemical decontamination, such as by
adding chlorine, is also disallowed.

Finally, unlike many food products in
India, mineral water requires mandatory
certification: to sell mineral water,
producers must have both an FSSAI
license and a BIS certificate and every
bottle must carry the ISI mark (according
to IS 13428). The FSSAl also requires the
bottle to be labelled with the location and
name of the source and the levels of
various minerals, and disallows the
packager from claiming the water has any
medicinal or healing properties.

26Mar. What is mineral water and how does it naturally contain dissolved

minerals?

How is mineral water packaged?

To meet these strict criteria, producers
usually bottle the water directly at or near
the source. Once they extract the water,
they filter it to remove particulate matter
and elements such as iron to ensure the
liquid is clear. Producers may also pass it
through ultraviolet light for disinfection
and adjust the level of dissolved carbon
dioxide to produce still or sparkling
variants.

Finally, the producers store the water
in tanks and package it in glass bottles,
PET bottles or aluminium cans at or near
the source to avoid contamination or
changes in composition. That said, the
storage materials come with tradeoffs of
their own. For instance, glass is
chemically inert and doesn’t react with
the water but it must be handled with
care; PET is light but can leach small
amounts of plastic over time, especially
when it’s hot; and aluminium cans are
most recyclable but require an internal
plastic lining to prevent the metal from
reacting with the water, which
reintroduces concerns about chemical
leaching and increases costs.

Packaged drinking water is not always
the same as natural mineral water.
Producers may start with tap or
groundwater, purify it through reverse
osmosis, then add back small amounts of
minerals to improve taste. Similarly,
spring water comes from a natural
underground source but doesn’t need to
meet the same strict standards for
mineral consistency.

That said, under ‘bottled water’, the
U.S. FDA encompasses Artesian water,
mineral water, sparkling bottled water,
spring water, and purified water
(including distilled, deionised, and/or
demineralised water or water that has
undergone reverse osmosis). Artesian

GETTY IMAGES

water is groundwater being pushed to the
surface due to pressure created
underground by impermeable rocks.

What effects do minerals have?

The minerals present in mineral water
depend on its natural source. The most
common minerals include calcium,

i sodium, p i
bicarbonates, sulphates, chlorides, silica,
and sometimes fluorides or iron in trace
amounts.

Calcium and magnesium make water
‘hard’ and give mineral water the
mouthfeel people are familiar with and
have come to expect, including a slight
weight and body. Higher calcium levels
render a smooth or slightly chalky
sensation, while magnesium introduces a
subtle bitterness. Similarly, bicarbonates
neutralise acidity and give the water an
almost sweet finish, sulphates —
associated with magnesium-rich springs —
add a slightly crisp taste, and sodium
imparts a faint saline note.

Dissolved minerals also raise the
water’s content of total dissolved solids
(TDS) and change how it interacts with
food, soap, pipes, and tissues, with
different chemical and thermal
environments (e.g. cooking), and with
tissues in the human body. You may know
from common experience that harder
water deposits ‘scales’ in kettles and
washing machines and doesn’t lather well
with soap. Its inherent chemical
properties also mean hard water supports
bone density and aids muscle function,
although the contribution of drinking
water to these outcomes is generally
much smaller compared to nutrition.
Bicarbonates may improve digestion.

What are other forms of water?
When water is distilled, it means it is

boiled into steam and condensed back to
liquid, in the process leaving all dissolved
solids, including minerals as well as
contaminants, behind in the vessel. As a
result the condensed water is nearly pure
H20, and tastes very different, almost
hollow. It does not form scales on metal
surfaces and behaves in the sort of
predictable way that research laboratories
and diagnostic labs prize.

However, while it is safe to drink,
distilled water is not advised for regular
human consumption because, aside from
being devoid of minerals, it can also draw
minerals out of surfaces it comes in
contact with, including food and,
potentially to a small degree, biological
tissue.

Industries also treat water according to
their needs. They may soften it to remove
calcium and magnesium, deionise it to
strip it of almost all dissolved ions or alter
its chemistry to use in boilers or cooling
systems. They could also demineralise it
to prevent scaling and/or add compounds
like sodium phosphate to lower its
corrosion potential. Industrial water is
neither safe nor suitable for human
consumption.

To prepare municipal tap water, finally,
treatment plants draw water from natural
sources like rivers and groundwater,
remove pathogens and chemical
pollutants by filtering and chlorinating it,
and add disinfectants such as chlorine.
Unless a local authority specifically
softens it, tap water retains its dissolved
minerals. Its mineral content varies
enormously by region: London's tap
water is noticeably hard because it comes
from chalk aquifers while many
Scandinavian cities supply naturally soft
water low in minerals.

How is tap water ‘made’ in India?
‘The main source of water that eventually
becomes tap water in India is rivers and
deep borewells.

Because the pathogen loads are higher
in tropical areas, municipalities
subsequently disinfect it more
aggressively than in temperate or cold
regions like North America or
Scandinavia. Among other steps, they add
alum to make dirt clump together so that
it filters out more easily, and add residual
chlorine, meaning more chlorine than
what is required to disinfect the water, so
that water disinfected at first becomes
reinfected later if, say, a leaky pipe
exposes it to sewage.

In fact, such ‘mixing’ is so common
that most Indian municipalities don’t
guarantee potable tap water. Among the
few exceptions are Puri in Odisha and
parts of Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu.

Tap water is a State responsibility while
the Union government sets the standards.
The IS 10500:2012 standard prescribes
limits for the quantity of minerals in
potable water but also has room for
variations. For instance, while the TDS
limit is 500 mg/l, it can go up to 2,000
mg/lif no alternative source is available.

Rajasthan, Gujarat, and parts of
Delhi/NCR have very high mineral
content, including calcium and
magnesium, because their groundwater
lies in aquifers rich in minerals, whereas
cities and States drawing water from
Himalayan rivers or areas with high
rainfall, such as Mumbai and parts of
Kerala, have much softer water with lower
mineral levels.

R a1ex w1 ? 3R 35U ga Ui efae TU A $9 gd 82

e It's packed with naturally occurring minerals that support bone and muscle health and
governments and health organisations promote it as a clean, reliable source of hydration.
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I WIPpfa® ¥4 I UTT A4 a1 @iell I 4R 8 o 8l 3R TRufRit & Wy &1 quqd=
B 8 3R BN YT WY FTo 38 W5, [IyT-1g o1 |d & =9 § 9¢rar &d ¢

What is mineral water?

@fel od 1 82

e Mineral water is water that naturally contains dissolved minerals and trace elements.
TS ST 98 U R g Wi U ¥ gal §T @it 3R geA aq@ eld o

e |t comes from a protected underground reservoir, like a spring or aquifer, and has a specific
composition of minerals.
g U QRI&d YRARTd HSR J 3111 §, S 3 SR a1 Sayd, ok 399 @fell &1 U ARy
TR B g

e Unlike ordinary tap water, which treatment plants produce by filtering and purifying water
drawn from rivers or groundwater, mineral water retains the natural minerals it has acquired
from geological processes it has been a part of over years, decades or even centuries.
T T & U & fausid, for SuaR wa= Afed! a1 yoid ¥ forg 7Te ot & SR 3R IS
PP T §, TSl oI 30 UTp o Wi-ell & a4 39T & fT8 $9- 981, X! a1 Ig] adb
f afeal # yame ufsrarsit & wrery § ure fasar g

e Asrainwater and snowmelt slowly percolate through layers of limestone, granite, sandstone
or volcanic basalt, the minerals from the surrounding rocks dissolve in the water, and the
differences in pressure underground push this enriched water back towards the surface,
where it emerges as a spring or collects in a subterranean reservoir.
9 ot o 3R frura eR-4R A1 ueRr, I13e, S URR 3T SATa™ S9Tee & URal 9
ToRd 8, A STUT B 9! & WA Ut B ga 9 ©, SR YT gard § SiR 39 9HG o
DI AT DI R AU Ybadl 8, SIgl I IRA & T H Mbadl ¢ a1 YT YR & T4 gidl g

e The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the European Parliament and the Council
both have regulations that stipulate that mineral water must come from a geologically stable
source, which producers must undertake to protect; that separate batches of the same water
must have the same profile of minerals; and that producers must not chemically treat it to alter
its mineral composition.

ST BT W1 Td SIS TR 3R G Te aur uRwe & ur B fam § S Ruffed s=a
2 6 T star yagte 9 @ fRR | § o1 91k, B Sares! &) gRiéwd War =y,
TH & U & SIeT-3fAT 9 B GHH WS NHd g1 a1fey; 3R SdTGH! &l 59! Wi
T SGa o ol IS IUR 81 HRA1 =gl

¢ InIndia, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) and the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) stipulate that natural mineral water must come from underground sources
such as natural springs and borewells, must be protected by various formations that ensure
the'water is free from pollution, and should ideally be collected in conditions that guarantee
the original bacteriological and chemical composition.

YR H YR W1y GRET 3R AFS WSRO 3R YR A6 <RI 98 Fuifd avd §
U WSl S1d YfPRTd Tl ofd WThfad SRAT 3R SRad § M1 =1y, 32 fafde Tt
GRT QRI&A T ST 1T a1feh U=t UgoT & o 3@, 3R 39 3M7e] = ¥ Uit uRkfufaat &
TS a1 ST ARt ot 39! ga Sifde iR IR TReHT 3t R S|

e Asinthe U.S. and the EU, the BIS standard IS 13428 requires the water's TDS and the
relative proportions of various minerals to be stable over time and across producers’ batches.

ARSI 3R RIftg Tu o1 avg, Sy UM MTH 13428 TE TGS HRdl ¢ [ U 6
Y 3R fafia @fell &1 U T8y & 91y SR faftd 9 #f RR 3|

e Producers are also prohibited from treating the water to change its mineral composition, and
instead are only allowed to filter or decant it, aerate it, and sterilise it.

IATCH! Dl UM ! WS TET 95T b oIl ITIR B F Ht AepT a1 8, iR I Had 39
B TT T B, TYATRT HRA 3R FASTelldHR0r 37 B AR B

e Chemical decontamination, such as by adding chlorine, is also disallowed.

TS YfGH, SR TR e, o srafa 76 31
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Mineral water certification and packaging

@S ST YHTOE 3R A6 foiT

Finally, unlike many food products in India, mineral water requires mandatory certification:
to sell mineral water, producers must have both an FSSAI license and a BIS certificate and
every bottle must carry the ISI mark (according to IS 13428).

3{dd:, HRA § B3 WY IATG! & fausa, @AW o1a & forg Sifvard wwmorE srawass §; wfae oid
ST & foIT IaTeH! & U ThUHTHTSATS ATSHY 3R dt3TSTH YHTONGS GiHi g 918U 3R
W T R METHATE AT (SAMETH 13428 F FHAR) BT =TI

The FSSAI also requires the bottle to be labelled with the location and name of the source
and the levels of various minerals, and disallows the packager from claiming the water has
any medicinal or healing properties.

THUIUYUTE ug i 3avue Hdl § & sida W Fid &1 M 3R A1 dur fafts @l sl & wR
fora g, 3fR TSR &1 g a1aT S 9 Jehdl § [ U & Pis sweha a1 STaRTeE® o 5l

How is mineral water packaged?

@GS oTd 1 BB S BT w1t 22

To meet these strict crlterla producers usually bottle the water directly at or near the source.
T HER AT B TR B F [T, SATEH AR W I ) T TR a7 S6F 019 & Saaaa
XA B

Once they extract the water, they filter it to remove particulate matter and elements such as
iron to ensure the liquid is clear.

Ot BT & 916, 9 34 B § difds HUNT IeT 3R Al ol dcd 8¢ oY 3R aRd A1 I3 |
Producers may also pass it through ultraviolet light for disinfection and adjust the level of
dissolved carbon dioxide to produce still or sparkling variants.

IACH U WRIATHT YHTR ¥ H OR Tl § dlfch HIeTo] 8 §F 3R Yol §T HIa S33aS3
F TR B AT B FHEI A1 JRER U TR a1 o 9 |

Finally, the producers store the water in tanks and package it in glass bottles, PET bottles
or aluminium cans at or near the source to avoid contamination or changes in composition.

3 H, IdTe U BT bl B TRd IR 3 R Big B SYaa, N el a1 vegfaam
P H G & U g U B | dlfch UHUT I IR H gard § a1 off T |

Producers may start with tap or groundwater, purify it through reverse osmosis, then add
back small amounts of minerals.

IACH 90 I YT I & IR Thd ¢, 39 awl TRy ¥ Y w4 § 3R iR Wre & forg
NS AE § WA Sed g

The minerals present depend on the natural source and include calcium, magnesium,
sodium, potassium, bicarbonates, sulphates, chlorides, silica, and sometimes fluorides or
iron.
Gielt @t JufRUfT Tpfas Bid R AR Fct § ok 598 sfckray, TuiifRem, wifsam,
URIW, SEEHEHe, Yabe, FRZS, Riftia ik Hl-H1ft wIRTg S a1 SR+ A gid 5
Calcium and magnesium make water ‘hard’ and give it a characteristic mouthfeel.

3R efifRrem Ut o) ‘PSR T 7 ok 38 ARy ey 2 7
Higher calcium gives a smooth or slightly chalky sensation, while magnesium adds
bitterness.
HfYH HieREH I YaArw I1 <leh oI SgHd BidT 8, STafes JUIfRRT wedarge adi gl
Bicarbonates neutralise acidity and give an almost sweet finish.
TEHIEC AT BT Gferd PR & 3R TTHT WiaT W 3d 7
Sulphates add a slightly crisp taste, and sodium imparts a faint saline note.
Tethe ol JIET WG 4d 8 3R VST gedb! AHSI W1 USH Sl & |
Dissolved minerals increase TDS and affect interaction with food, soap, pipes, and human
tissues.
%@%ﬁgﬂﬁwméaﬁﬂhﬁ TS, TRT 3R HFT S| & T TRER a1 bt
I’ I
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e Hard water deposits scales and doesn’t lather well with soap.
FHOR U URd FTHT BT 8 3R I & 1Y ST g1 §1eT |

e |t supports bone density and muscle function, though its contribution is smaller than
nutrition.

Ig gfyal &) u-ica SR AUl & Sk &1 99U Fxar 8, gTaifes ST arTe UIvor &
Ja N H HH g1 5|
e Bicarbonates may improve digestion.

e o YR HT Thd ¢ |

What are other forms of water?
U1 & 30 U T 82

e When water is distilled, it means it is boiled into steam and condensed back to liquid, in the
process leaving all dissolved solids, including minerals as well as contaminants, behind in
the vessel.

e U BT T a1 ST 8, A SUT Aaad @ fob 39 U1 & ITa el § 3R R aRa o
Ha@aﬁ?mw%,sﬂmﬁmﬁgﬁgqm, R @ 3R Ugye it 8, o § iy
X© I
e As aresult the condensed water is nearly pure H20, and tastes very different, almost hollow.
%rmquw&muﬁwuﬂaaqazaﬁm% 3R ZHHT TWIG Igd IET, T WidsT gl
I

e It does not form scales on metal surfaces and behaves in the sort of predictable way that
research laboratories and diagnostic labs prize.

g U1 B Fcle! IR TR 761 &1 3R I YHR J TagR BRell & (ord MY TR 3R
AIAE TARTRIEME URiE Rt g

e However, while it is safe to drink, distilled water is not advised for regular human consumption
because, aside from being devoid of minerals, it can also draw minerals out of surfaces it
comes in contact with, including food and, potentially to a small degree, biological tissue.
BT I8 U & fore QRféa B, Qo1 Fafira SuanT & forg smgd ofd &1 Jare =gt <t St
Fiifer 3T Wi 78! 81 3R U8 o Tde! & U o 1T § I WS Wi g 7, foras
1o 3R $B B¢ db Wdd Sk H it 1

e Industries also treat water according to their needs.

I 2t 30T ST eb T & TR U BT ITAR B &

e They may soften it to remove calcium and magnesium, deionise it to strip it of almost all
dissolved ions or alter its chemistry to use in boilers or cooling systems.
J T TR IR G g I DI AR TR ge oY, S SIS R Udhd ¢ e
LT Gt Yo 3T BT Y T 3B IS AT Sd Idhd ¢ difeh 39 Siaer a1 Laad
gunferl & IART fobam S o |

e They could also demineralise it to prevent scaling and/or add compounds like sodium
phosphate to lower its corrosion potential.

Wt HR T § Ifeh TR S § AT S Yo SIR/AT WSTH BIthe S
i SIS Tobd @ i &RUT &1 THTGHT HH Bl
e Industrial water is neither safe nor suitable for human consumption.
3N STat 7 o JRIET § 3R 7 &1 7rid IuHT & fo Suged §1

e To prepare municipal tap water, treatment plants draw water from natural sources like rivers
and groundwater, remove pathogens and chemical pollutants by filtering and chlorinating it,
and add disinfectants such as chlorine.

TR T &1 96 BT U TR F31 & e Ga= et 3ik yoiat o Uiehfae it o art ad €,
gﬁwg 3R FAR AR 7MY STR AP UGS Beld &, 3R FARI oI DICTUHTRID
|

How is tap water ‘made’ in India?
YRA H o DT YT H& 9191 STl 272
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The main source of water that eventually becomes tap water in India is rivers and deep
borewells.

YR H 7 HT U §94 &1 T Hid Afear 3R Tg¥ aRaa g

Because the pathogen loads are higher in tropical areas, municipalities subsequently disinfect
it more aggresswely than in temperate or cold regions like North America or Scandlnawa
SUGTCSTT & B IS 3P 517 & HRUT WRUINABIE 38 ST SERDT AT

S & Pt gaT B SHfF HTHTHS dRIdh T DICTIRIR HRel 7 |

Among other steps, they add alum to make dirt clump together so that it filters out more
easily, and add residual chlorine.

3= ufsrarstt # 9 fpedt e € drfes et Tedl g1 oY SR STt § B off &, SiR
Ay TR A g

Residual chlorine means more chlorine than required so that water remains disinfected even
if contamination occurs later.

AR FARA &1 AIAT ATTRAD AR Y M TR e € aifes are & wgwor 817 w
o R 3 |

In fact, such ‘mixing’ is so common that most Indian municipalities don’t guarantee potable
tap water.

Irca B, U1 Heor a1 9 © o S i=T YR TRuTfereT 99 9ivg = & uTet &t
RS 8T Gt |

Among the few exceptions are Puri in Odisha and parts of Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu.
$O Uarel H gt (3NfE=m) 3R Praaex @frerg) F 79 R WiE €

Tap water is a State responsibility while the Union government sets the standards.

T &1 U X4 P favg § Safes a-e b WeR Auid w81

The IS 10500:2012 standard prescribes limits for minerals but allows variations.

3TTH 10500:2012 AF® Wish ! W1 Rufd w1 § dfer g figar & srafa Sar g

For instance, while the TDS limit is 500 mg/l, it can go up to 2,000 mg/l if no alternative
source is available.

JaTeRul & forg, St i 500 freftm ufa wftex g, dfe afe 315 fawew 71 81 1 98 2000
frefma ufa dfier 9@ o1 9o g1

Rajasthan, Gujarat, and parts of Delhi/NCR have very high mineral content due to mineral-
rich aquifers.

IR, ORI 3R feeeh/TTHiem & $o il & Wil wR 3gd 31 giar 8 s4ifes a8t
& STaYd TSl J RE g

Cities and States drawing water from Himalayan rivers or high rainfall areas like Mumbai
and parts of Kerala have much softer water with lower mineral levels.

fewrerdt Afeat a1 sifdew auf ara &5 S Hag ik v & o fedl I urt a7 arat &=t A
gt 1% A BT § 3R IS FH B & |
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Cauvery basin to face dry spell until 2050, says study

BTN SR BT 2050 TH G BT JTHAT HIAT TSI, AT Hgdl o
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Why is Chennai’s microplastic problem bigger than it looks?

AT B HIghIwTRes AT e flewd & 39w a3t «i 87
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Cauvery basin to face dry
spell until 2050, says study

Cauvery faces potential decline of about 3.5% of its waters between 2026 and 2050, even as its

northern counterparts brace for floods; researchers warn that water sharing could get tougher

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

hile a warming
WClimate is ex-
pected to sig-

nificantly increase the flow
of most major Indian riv-
ers, the Cauvery basin
stands out as an exception.
The river faces a potential
“near-term decline” of ap-
proximately 3.5% of its wa-
ters between 2026 and
2050, even as its northern
counterparts brace for
floods, according to a stu-
dy by researchers at the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IIT), Gandhinagar,
published in the peer-re-
viewed journal Earth’s
Future.

Given the fraught histo-
ry of Cauvery water shar-
ing between Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu, particu-
larly in years of deficit rain-
fall, the study suggests that
despite climate models
projecting increased rain-
fall from global warming in
India in the decades
ahead, the Cauvery might
not benefit. In such a situa-
tion, river interlinking pro-
jects, such as the proposed
Godavari-Cauvery link pro-
ject, might be necessary,
the researchers say.

The study finds that the
Cauvery experienced a
28% decline in streamflow
between 1951 and 2012,
based on data from Kolle-
gal which, one of the auth-
ors told The Hindu, “well
represented” actual flows
in the Cauvery.

While the study is based
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B Flows inthe Cauvery basin | @ The river will nat benefit fram
are expected to decline in
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the increased rainfall from global
warming in the decades ahead

B River intedinking projects
sueh as the proposed Godavari-
Cauvery link cauld help

The Cauvery rwerhed lies largely
exposed at the Mukkombu dam in
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu. r. VENGADESH

on amodelling study and is
reliant on an extrapola-
tion, it attempts to reduce
errors that can creep in
from blindly applying cli-
mate models to predict the
impact of global warming
on Indian rainfall. To do
that, the authors use a no-
vel statistical framework
and base their analysis on
actual river flows between
1951 and 2012, measured at
nine stations representing
nine major river basins,
and then extrapolates the
data using a “constrained
modelling” approach.

The nine rivers are the
Cauvery (measured at Kol-
legal), the Ganga (Farak-
ka), Brahmaputra (Bahad-
urabad), Indus (Bhakra),
Godavari (Polavaram),
Krishna (Kurundwad), Ma-
hanadi (Basantpur), Nar-
mada (Mandleshwar), and
Tapi (Burhanpur).

Decades of failed nego-
tiations on water sharing
between Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu led to the esta-

blishment of the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal
(CWDT) in 1990, which
took 17 years to reach a fi-
nal order in 2007. The tri-
bunal calculated total avail-
able water at 740 thousand
million cubic (tmc) feet in a
normal year, and allocated
shares accordingly. The
2018 Supreme Court ver-
dict allocated 404.25 tmeft
to Tamil Nadu and 284.75
tmcft to Karnataka, while
also declaring the Cauvery
anational asset.

In 2023, Tamil Nadu re-
quested 24,000 cusecs a
day citing drought, but
Karnataka refused, citing
its water shortage, leading
to protests in both States.

Water shortage

Water challenges apart,
the study highlights a per-
sistent problem in climate
science: while models
agree that India will get
warmer, they vary widely
on exactly how much rain
will fall. By applying obser-
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vational constraints, the
researchers identified that
only eight out of 22 models
accurately captured the
seasonality of the Indian
monsoon.

The source models used
are the CMIP6 (Coupled
Model Intercomparison
Project Phase 6), which are
the latest generation of glo-
bal climate models used by
scientists to project future
climate change

Unconstrained models
show a 5% increase in the
Cauvery in the near term,
the researchers said, as
well as a 25% increase in
the Indus, 8% in the Ganga,
and 16% in the Krishna.
When projections were
restricted to these ‘con-
strained’ or more reliable
models, the certainty of a
wetter future for most riv-
ers increased, but the out-
look for the Cauvery was
grim, with the basin facing
“near- and mid-term water
shortages”.

The researchers were
led by Dipesh Singh Chu-
phal and Professor Vimal
Mishra of [IT Gandhinagar.

“Raw outputs have bias-
es because of model reso-
lution, simplified physics
that global climate models
use. To correct these bias-
es and show future trends
based on what is actually
observed, we use con-
strained models,” Mr. Chu-
phal, the lead author of the
study, told The Hindu. “As
far as the Cauvery is con-
cerned, it implies that wa-
ter sharing could get
tougher.”

26Mar. Cauvery basin to face dry spell until 2050, says study

PTA AR BT 2050 TP J@ BT AT HIAT ST, AT Hgdl @
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Cauvery faces potential decline of about 3.5% of its waters between 2026 and 2050, even as
its northern counterparts brace for floods; researchers warn that water sharing could get
tougher.

DI BT 2026 T 2050 & §Id U STel H TRIHT 3.5% b GHTAd HHI BT JIHAT AT U
Tl g, SIa 3P| ITRI GHBE AT §1¢ & o dOR §; el Adia-t &d @ o ofd SedRT
3R HTe g el B

While a warming climate is expected to significantly increase the flow of most major Indian
rivers, the Cauvery basin stands out as an exception.

S Fgdl ARy o HRUT SHYBIR Y HRAW Al & UdTg | Iwia-1d i g &1 St
B, BT IR TP TG & =0 H A 11 6|

The river faces a potential “near-term decline” of approximately 3.5% of its waters between
2026 and 2050, even as its northern counterparts brace for floods, according to a study by
researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (lIT), Gandhinagar, published in the peer-
rewewed journal Earth’s Future.

T 3TH TaarStt (IIT) TMERTR & Medmarstt gRT feu Tu sieqg, S Ggadl-
THiférd S Earth’s Future o UHTIRIG §31T €, & 3UR T8 A4l 2026 ¥ 2050 & &9 304 ofd o
TTHIT 3.5% B! “Fpe-3afd TRTge” &1 I HR Jobdl 8, SIah 3TB] IR] Afleal s1g & o
GRS
Given the fraught history of Cauvery water sharing between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,
particularly in years of deficit rainfall, the study suggests that despite climate models
projecting increased rainfall from global warming in India in the decades ahead, the Cauvery
might not benefit.

Fled 3R TG & s BT od dedR & aaqul gy B SJd gu, fadwedr &1 aui
aTel Nt &, 31eq GITa ool © 9 S Tl a=ih! | A aToEH 9 § URd § it 9w &
S{TA & SIdq[G PIALl I DT A1Y o B Tha |

In such a situation, river interlinking projects, such as the proposed Godavari-Cauvery link
project, might be necessary, the researchers say.

oot fRUf o, enessdtell &1 wg @ fob TRaTfad TMiaTadl-sTast foid uiRatsHT ol ¢! Siie &
Tioide 3MaRge 8l 9od &l

The study finds that the Cauvery experienced a 28% decline in streamflow between 1951 and
2012, based on data from Kollegal which, one of the authors told The Hindu, “well
represented” actual flows in the Cauvery.

ST T U1 747 fob H1aRt = 1951 H 2012 o §id UaTg H 28% DI TRTaC &1 3gyd fobar, St
HICHTA & ST TR URA 8, ¥ TF A& 7 The Hindu & §arT {3 I8 H1a & IRdfad
TaTg &1 “3fa3T Ui-ida” &l |
While the study is based on a modelling study and is reliant on an extrapolation, it attempts to
reduce errors that can creep in from blindly applying climate models to predict the impact of
global warming on Indian rainfall.

BT Tg 3eqg= HISIoNT IR SR g 3R Taeuae W AR #Rdr §, 78 39 Ffeal ot v
TR BT YA HRaT § S YR a8 R af¥es agqH gig & uura &1 ufawmarnh A & fae
ey HiSal B! W AR B I IAF 8 bl g |
To do that, the authors use a novel statistical framework and base their analysis on actual
river flows between 1951 and 2012, measured at nine stations representing nine major river
basins, and then extrapolate the data using a “constrained modelling” approach.

3% o, AT A Uep T YIRS ST ST 3R 1951 | 2012 F &7 A1 U AT SR
&1 UG S aTel A1 WM TR AU Y GRAfde Tt TaTg IR ST fa=eyor siemied o,
3R R ‘s AT =BHIv 1 ITaNT o Sl &1 fawar fopar|

The nine rivers are the Cauvery (measured at Kollegal), the Ganga (Farakka), Brahmaputra
(Bahadurabad), Indus (Bhakra), Godavari (Polavaram), Krishna (Kurundwad), Mahanadi
(Basantpur), Narmada (Mandleshwar), and Tapi (Burhanpur).

4 A Al 8 1A (PIHTE), T (BT, SR (FETGRIaTE), Rty (Hraws), Merey
(dIeTaRH), PN (Hoears), HHal (SRIAQR), THaT (HSeR), 3R el (SREFTR) |

Decades of failed negotiations on water sharing between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu led to
the establishment of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) in 1990, which took 17
years to reach a final order in 2007.
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FHICH 3R AT & g ofd ScaR TR GRD| dP SHd ardish & HRUT 1990 H HI od
fqaTe TSRO (CWDT) &t RITAAT 85, S 2007 & Sifad siexr & & 17 98 &l

e The tribunal calculated total available water at 740 thousand million cubic (tmc) feetin a
normal year, and allocated shares accordingly.

AATFRAHROT = YT oY H $d Iudsl o1 Bl 740 FOR AR Fafdd (tmc) Wie 3T 3R
I SR ey errdfed fahu

e The 2018 Supreme Court verdict allocated 404.25 tmcft to Tamil Nadu and 284.75 tmcft to
Karnataka, while also declaring the Cauvery a national asset.

2018 & YA HI¢ & Haa & qfaIg BT 404.25 tmcft 3R FHHCH BT 284.75 tmcft 3ATdfed
fopam 7T, WY g1 Bra) I AP WU Aifvd foar |

e |n 2023, Tamil Nadu requested 24,000 cusecs a day citing drought, but Karnataka refused,
citing its water shortage, leading to protests in both States.

2023 ® AT = G@ &1 garel Gd gU Udfe 24,000 RHS U &1 HITT B, Al deilcd =
3T O Ydhe P §aTal &d gU HAT & o, Forad St wredt & farty e gul

Water shortage
Sel Hhc

e Water challenges apart, the study highlights a persistent problem in climate science: while
models agree that India will get warmer, they vary widely on exactly how much rain will fall.
ST AT & ST, 3 JTAdr] AT &1 T R GHR $I S9FR HRal §: SIaid Aled
Y 91d R YeHd § b HRd 7T gRT, 9 39 WR 9gd a1 § fob faraeit aof gt

e By applying observational constraints, the researchers identified that only eight out of 22
models accurately captured the seasonality of the Indian monsoon.

3fadip Taeft arensit &I AN B, Medsarstt 2 urdr i 22 H I had 36 Alsd URA
AR 1 ARt B T &7 9§ id B

e The source models used are the CMIP6 (Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6),
which are the latest generation of global climate models used by scientists to project future
climate change.
IYgHT feu e A ATsd CMIP6 (Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6) % S
YII™T & Sarg URac T SH @ & fo1e dT-e! gRT SUANT fort o aTet di+ad afyyd
Siarg Aised g

e Unconstrained models show a 5% increase in the Cauvery in the near term, the researchers
said, as well as a 25% increase in the Indus, 8% in the Ganga, and 16% in the Krishna.
Mumatsll 3 wer fob fomr srensit ara Area Rave Hiasy § w1 & 506 g foxard €, Wy €t Riy
H 25%, T H 8% 3R 0N A 16% gfg 3Tid B

o When projections were restricted to these ‘constrained’ or more reliable models, the certainty
of a wetter future for most rivers increased, but the outlook for the Cauvery was grim, with the
basin facing “near- and mid-term water shortages”.
S STAMI DI 37 “THies” AT SHfAS (YT Arsdl I W foa T, af SR Afgal &
fore 31f¥res et vfasy &t fAfEddr §¢ 13, fd H1adt & forg R iR 38, Sigt 9 &1 “fFse
3R gy 3fafyy F T Yobe” BT AT BT US|

e The researchers were led by Dipesh Singh Chuphal and Professor Vimal Mishra of IIT
Gandhinagar.
SeH Al BT g IIT MRTR F 10w Rig Ioret SR WheR fme firsm 3 fovam

o “Raw outputs have biases because of model resolution, simplified physics that global climate
models use.
“Fed 3M3cYc | Ared NallegRH 3R af¥jd Saarg Aredl gRT SUANT &1 S aTelt IR Hifddb!
¥ HRUYGHIE B g

e To correct these biases and show future trends based on what is actually observed, we use
constrained models,” Mr. Chuphal, the lead author of the study, told The Hindu.

3 gaiUe! &l 3 B 3R IRAfAd Saalie-l & SMUR W Hia™ & Ml &l feam & forg,
B Hic HISd BT SUINT I 8,” 3T & T s o1 wId A The Hindu HT ST |
e “As far as the Cauvery is concerned, it implies that water sharing could get tougher.”

“STgT dPb PIAL) BT JaY B, SHBT HAAT ¢ [ oId SCdRT 3R Hidd & Jhdl gl
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Why is Chennai’s microplastic
problem bigger than it looks?

What are the ecological risks of microplastics in beach sediments?

T.V. Padma

The story so far:

icroplastics, especially nylon
fibres, seem to be present
rather sparsely in Chennai’s
beach sediments but could

still wreak long-term ecological damage,
new research has cautioned. A study by
researchers at V.0. Chidambaram College

in Thoothukudi examined the abundance,

sources, and ecological risks of
microplastics from beach sediment
samples from 15 sites along the Chennai
coast. The findings show fibres
dominating, with most particles smaller
than 1000 pm.

‘Why does low abundance not mean
low risk?

“This study is important because it shows
that microplastics are already present in
Chennai’s beach sediments, even if we
don’t always see them,” Sekhar Selvam,
senior assistant professor at the

Department of Geology, V.O.
Chidambaram College, Thoothukudi,
said. “We found that most of the
microplastics are nylon fibres, which are
more harmful than many other plastics.”

In other words, even though Chennai’s
beaches have fewer microplastics than
many global ones, the risk to marine life
remains significant.

An additional insight from the study is
the disconnect between abundance-based
assessments and risk-based evaluations,
Shaji Erath, professor of geology at the
University of Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram, said. Traditional
monitoring often focuses on microplastic
counts alone.

However, the study has shown that
polymer type, shape, and aging
characteristics are equally, if not more,
important in determining ecological risk,
he added.

‘What are the ecological concerns?
Ecological concerns in the study are

chiefly centred on marine life and coastal
ecosystems, Dr. Selvam said. Small
organisms living in beach sand, such as
worms, crabs, and shellfish, easily ingest
the small plastic fibres, which can go on
to block or injure their digestive tracts.
Toxic compounds in plastics can also
enter and poison their bodies.

According to Dr. Erath, besides feeding
by marine microorganisms, plankton, and
marine animals, hazardous polymers
such as nylon pose higher ecological risks
due to their persistence, chemical
additives, and capacity to adsorb
pollutants.

Fibre-shaped microplastics in
particular can alter habitats by modifying
the structure of sediments, affecting the
benthic - or bottom layer — of seas and
the microbial communities there, he
explained. There could also be prolonged
environmental exposure and
long-distance transport of microplastics,
highlighting the transboundary nature of
microplastic pollution.

How do human activities contribute?
Most microplastics found by the Chennai
study team were clearly linked to human
activities, according to Dr. Selvam. These
include fishing, where damaged nets and
ropes shed plastic fragments that break
up into microplastics; synthetic clothes,
which release minuscule fibres when they
are washed; tourism and beach use; and
urban sewage and stormwater drains that
carry plastics into the sea.

After reaching the coast, they reenter
human bodies via seafood contaminated
by microplastics, among other pathways.
Seafood in particular can ferry both
harmful chemical substances and
disease-causing bacteria and other
microorganisms into the body, causing
tissues to become inflamed and affecting
the hormonal and immune systems over
longer periods.

Is it too late to act?

Right now, microplastic pollution levels
are not so extreme in Chennai and better
waste management, responsible fishing
practices, and public awareness can still
prevent a much bigger problem in the
future, according to Dr. Selvam.

In the final analysis, the research has
reinforced the need for timely
policy-driven interventions, including
better solid waste management, recycling
of fishing gear, promotion of
biodegradable alternatives, and public
awareness, Dr. Erath said.

(T.V. Padma is a science journalist based in
New Delhi)

THE GIST

v

Microplastics, especially nylon
fibres, are present in Chennai’s
beach sediments in relatively
low abundance, but low overall
microplastic abundance does
not necessarily imply low
ecological risk.

-

Even small particles can cause
long-term ecological damage
by affecting marine life, moving.
up the foed chain, and
eventually impacting human
health through contaminated
seafood.

26Mar. Why is Chennai’s microplastic problem bigger than it looks?

UTS B AISHIEed T fSat i) § S99 a3t .l 87

e The findings show fibres dominating, with most particles smaller than 1000 um.

foreepdf SaTd © 6 wTgeR v €, SR Siferesiw BT 1000 ATEHIHER A B B

Why does low abundance not mean low risk?

HH HET DT Hddd HH Siad ) 781 27

e Microplastics are already present in Chennai’s beach sediments even if they are not always
visible.

AISHI@IRES I78 & TG% del J TG o, YA & 3 gaen fears 1 3|
¢ Most microplastics are nylon fibres, which are more harmful than many other plastics.
BT ATSHIRE D ATTAT BIFER &, O 30 WIRE BI a1 H 31fieh TSRS 7|
e Even with fewer microplastics, the risk to marine life remains significant.

HH T & save aqg! siad & e wif@W Agwayuf a1 war g |

e There is a disconnect between abundance-based assessments and risk-based
evaluations.
AT TR STha 3R SifRaw muTRe Jeaie & g 3fdR urdr a1 8|

e Traditional monitoring focuses only on microplastic counts.
URUR® R Had ATSHIETRe® BT YBAT W &4 ot 3|

e Polymer type, shape, and aging characterlsncs are equally important for ecological risk.

IR YR, THR 3R 37 Haeh Sifed & e Ia-t gt vyt g

What are the ecological concerns?
fRiame @ @2

o Small organisms like worms, crabs, shellfish ingest microplastics.
Bl ofid oY BIS, Fps, AaAfte=r ! Fra ad &
e These can block or injure digestive tracts.
THY 3IP1 UTAA OF 3a¥S AT &R §) 9ol 6|
e Toxic compounds in plastics can poison their bodies.
WIe® & favd a@ 3% IRR &I THOH Ugd Iad g
e Hazardous polymers like nylon pose higher risks due to persistence and pollutant
absorption.

%?Wmmmwmmwmaum%wmm
|
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o Fibre-shaped microplastics alter sediment structure and affect benthic ecosystems.

HIZER HHR & HZHIWREDH daDe W1 $I daad o SR darg uriRfRufas! & & nvfaa
FRA g
e Microplastics can travel long distances showing transboundary pollution.

AISHIEIRED Tl G2 db Bl Jobdl o, O HIAT IR Uguor 8iet 3|

How do human activities contribute?

T Tfafafrat $9 dhreE et 22

e Sources include fishing nets and ropes, synthetic clothes, tourism, and urban sewage.
Jidl & Ao ypsa $ od R IRyat, Ridfed sy, wdeq, sk wedt Faw wfta B

e These plastics enter the sea and later enter humans via seafood contamination.
3 WIe® 9% § Se a1 § g Wi & a1ead 3 agsl § 73T &3d 3

e Contaminated seafood carries toxic chemicals and pathogens.
g T HieH fatd T iR IS ad A1l ¢ |

e This can cause inflammation and affect hormonal and immune systems.

T oI gidt ¢ 3R gTHE g faRed 9 uuIfad gid g

Is it too late to act?

HIT 39 Igd R & gD 82
e Current microplastic levels are not yet extreme in Chennai.
1 R nft srcafire T8t 71
e Better waste management, responsible fishing, and awareness can prevent future

damage.
YR SR YA, AR TS UHsHT 3R IRRe®dl HaS & JHAH &I A% Tdhd 71
e The study highlights the need for policy-driven interventions.
g HferTd TXI&Y Bt ATaRGH T I ST ¢
e Measures include recycling fishing gear, biodegradable alternatives, and public
awareness.

guﬁﬁnwﬂuﬁﬁ%?wmm,ﬁamﬁw,aﬁ?mmm
|
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26Mar | Rajya Sabha brushes aside objections by Opposition, starts debate on
CAPE Bill

;mmﬁﬁu&ra%mﬁﬁaﬁwmm, CAPF fdd IR 989 ==
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Rajya Sabha brushes aside
objections by Opposition,
starts debate on CAPF Bill

NEW DELHI

Brushing aside the Opposi-
tion’s notices against the
introduction of the Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPF-General Administra-
tion) Bill, the Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday started dis-
cussions on the legislation,
moved by Union Minister
of State for Home Nitya-
nand Rai.

Opposition members
had moved six notices
against its introduction.

The Bill aims to regulate
recruitment, deputation,
promotion, and other ser-
vice conditions for the pa-
ramilitary officers.

Trinamool Congress MP
Derek O’Brien termed the
Bill anti-federal and alleged
that States’ rights are being
taken away. Congress MP
Ajay Maken said the Bill is
encroaching upon the
rights of the judiciary. He

nullifv historical
judgments of the

Supreme Court, says
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva

said six Supreme Court
judgments had stated
there has been an injustice
to paramilitary forces.

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva
said the Bill seeks to nullify
historical judgments of the
Supreme Court that the
deputation of IPS officers
in CAPFs will be done away
with. He said the Centre’s
stand was rejected by the
apex court, and Parlia-
ment is being used to over-
ride the Supreme Court’s
powers.

Responding to charges,
Mr. Rai said the Bill is un-
der the ambit of the legisla-
tive competence and right
of the Rajya Sabha. He said
the concerns raised by the

Opposition are baseless,
and the Bill does not inter-
fere with judicial rights,
and it is on the service con-
ditions of police officers in
CAPFs. Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
said the judiciary has been
mandated to interpret the
laws, to arbitrate and to
pass judgments. “This na-
tion is run with the spirit of
the Constitution and the
laws passed by Parliament
of India and Assemblies.
How can the legislative
competence of this House
be taken away...,” he said.

Rejecting the notices,
the Deputy Chairman put
the introduction of the Bill
to vote and invited Mr. Rai
to introduce the Bill.

Later, initiating the de-
bate, Mr. Maken said the
paramilitary forces play a
key role in protecting de-
mocracy. “The Bill should
have gone to a Parliamen-
tary panel for scrutiny.”

26Mar. Rajya Sabha brushes aside objections by Opposition, starts debate on
CAPF BiIll

gAYt A faues ot mufial &1 TeRsig far, CAPF fad WR 959 = @t

e Brushing aside the Opposition’s notices against the introduction of the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF-General Administration) Bill, the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday started
discussions on the legislation, moved by Union Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai.

FEI TR YT 96 (CAPF-SFRd fa & ufvag & e fauer o1 ey
DI ToRSIETS HA U, ASAFUT - FUAR DI 39 [999% W 7 Y& &1, o7 Ik 78 Toa w=h
i 3ma A o |

e Opposition members had moved six notices against its introduction.
fquer & Tewl = 39& uREg & RIAT® S8 Aifcd Ud fou 9|

e The Bill aims to regulate recruitment, deputation, promotion, and other service
conditions for the paramilitary officers.

Tg fae srefae sifierival & fore wedf, Sugewm, ueiafa iR o Jar =l ! Fafd wa
BT oY G |
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Trinamool Congress MP Derek O’Brien termed the Bill anti-federal and alleged that
States’ rights are being taken away.
TS ST AiHe 3 SPH A 9 & faRvh-Teft samn sk Ry & fs et &
IfUPR FA w1 T3 &
Congress MP Ajay Maken said the Bill is encroaching upon the rights of the judiciary.
FIIT TG AT HIh+ - Bl (& I8 90 <arauiferet & feRI ® g@d ¢ 13|
He said six Supreme Court judgments had stated there has been an injustice to
paramilitary forces.
I35 Fel o B8 glta wI¢ & fofay & og1 a1 § 1 srdfafoe sai & wrv s gan g
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva said the Bill seeks to nullify historical judgments of the Supreme
Court that the deputation of IPS officers in CAPFs will be done away with.
Siend Aivig fasfy fRmar 3 w1 fo a8 faa Pic & Ufagiiaes vkl &) iR v
mwé, ORI g1 TR T foh CAPF ® IPS STl 3t ST TH HR ¢
I

He said the Centre’s stand was rejected by the apex court, and Parliament is being used
to override the Supreme Court’s powers.
I Fel [ Hg T oW Tdred AR gRT WIS BT T 3R WG HT SUANT U B
F fYPRI B RFFTR H & g forar w1 3|
Responding to charges, Mr. Rai said the Bill is under the ambit of the legislative
competence and right of the Rajya Sabha.
ggﬁmméﬁgn, ot ¥ 7 F1 oI5 foeT WA &aT SR ISTHHT & SHUPR F AR

[
He said the concerns raised by the Opposition are baseless, and the Bill does not interfere
with judicial rights, and it is on the service conditions of police officers in CAPFs.

I Bel fo fauer g1 IotE 7 Riamd FRIUR €, 3R U8 fod =afie ferR) § swaay 7

AT 8, Ffch T8 CAPF B gfere siftras it &t Jar =raf w31

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said the judiciary has been mandated to
interpret the laws, to arbitrate and to pass judgments.

wﬁuwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁqﬁw SRAUTIADT DI BIA! DI ARAT HRA, HERIAT B
3R fofg g7 &1 PR fear w5l

“This nation is run with the spirit of the Constitution and the laws passed by Parliament of
India and Assemblies.

éusvgﬁﬁmaﬂmsh?maﬁmaﬁ?ﬁmmaﬁmmﬁﬁaﬂﬁ%&@mw
|

How can the legislative competence of this House be taken away...,” he said.

FY 3T ge Bl AT &HAT B SHT off YDl 7...,” I Hell

Rejecting the notices, the Deputy Chairman put the introduction of the Bill to vote and invited
Mr. Rai to introduce the Bill.

Mg HI Wik Hd g, SuTeAe = fod & ufag &) Ade & fae 3@ 3R o I & faa owr
B BT A T

Later, initiating the debate, Mr. Maken said the paramilitary forces play a key role in
protectlng democracy.

91C H, 959 $1 Y3 X gU, Fft 716+ A F51 [& srehife aa didda 31 gran § vgagol
YT P &

“The Bill should have gone to a Parliamentary panel for scrutiny.”

78 foo Tdta 99 & FFrfteron & forg o =nfew unr
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